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CHAPTER  I, 


,  A  WONDERFUL  PROJECT, 

/ 

Professor  Astemas  Seefor,  of  the  Great  National  ObserFatory, 
fiimous  scientist  and  the  king  of  astronomers,  adjusted  the  lens  of 
tlie  big  telescope  for  the  sixth  time,  and  gazed  long  and  wondenngly 
into  the  mirror  below.  There  the  starry  firmament  was  piclnreii. 

“  That  is  queerl”  he  muttered.  . 

For  some  while  he  gazed  into  the  mirror;  then  he  made  a  swirt 
measurement  On  the  mirror’s  surface. 

“  Sinking  at  the  rate  of  one  degree  per  week,  he  declared.  If 
this  keeps  on,  in  less  than  a  year  Virno  will  have  disappeared  into 
ulterior  space  so  fur  as  to  he  invisible  by  any  means  of  observation 
from  the  earth.” 

A''nln  and  again  he  satisfied  himself  that  this  was  a  fact. 
yFruo  was  truly  a  sinking  star.  Some  strange  force  ^ 

from  its  orbit  and  liurled  it  witli  frightful  force  into  space.  This  a.onb 
could  explain  the  phenomenon. 

An  iilea  occurred  to  Seefor.  ,  , 

He  began  compuilng  the  orbit  of  Virno  and  its  present  path  of  de¬ 
clension.  He  made  a  alartllng  discovery. 

This  was  that  It  was  sure  to  fall  across  the  oi hit  -'“SO.  ^ 

famous  star  discovered  by  the  German  scientist  Scheller  ^ 

at  the  crossing  point.  Allowing  that  Virtio’s  present  speed  neither  in¬ 
creased  or  decreased  there  would  surely  be  a  collision. 

This  collision  would  be  something  beyond  conc»plion. 

The  Sing  together  of  two  planets  In  lllmdta hie  space  might 
nresenl  only  tlm  aspect  of  a  blazing  meteor  as  viewed  from  the  earth. 
Bat  If  witnessed  from  any  point  beyond  the  limit  of  terrestrial  at- 
mosobere  would  i)e  sublime  spectacle. 

Part  of  the  orbit  of  Jugo  was  in  invisible  space,  it  being  one  « 
Drlnclpal  •■disappearing”  stars  so-called.  When  upon  that  part  of  ts 
Srbit  nearest  the  earth,  it  was  visible  through  Ihe  lens  ^  ‘«>«- 
scope.  But  when  upoa  Its  furiheit  orbit  it  was  wholly  ,, 

And  straight  down  upon  Jngo  the  sinking  star  was  descendlnf,. 
With  this  mighty  discovery  Seefor  became  greatly  exclteu. 

1)  V  bv  day  he  hung  over  the  telescope  mirror  watching  the  descent 
of  Virno.  ffe  studied  the  sclenllflc  journals  to  learn  If  possible  If  any 
other  astronomer  was  also  aware  of  the  phenomenon. 

He  was  delighted  when  ho  found  that  no  monllon  was  made  <'f  It. 

It  seemed  MRain  that  he  was  the  only  discoverer.  He  resolved 

”°w'i?ou“nighis'’ lm^'pe''nial‘tl‘m  telescope  studying  the  wonderful  slnk- 
in  Jstar!  A  powerful  .lesire  was  upon  him  to  witness  the  spectacle  of 
the  two  stars  meeting  in  space. 

come  to  Ihenil 


[  Such  some  day  might  be  the  fate  of  earth.  Whlrliug,  tumbling  into 
I  space,  what  must  be  the  awful  sensation? 

It  made  1dm  sick  and  dizzy.  His  brain  whirled,  and  his  eyes  grew 
blood-shot.  Insomnia  held  him  in  its  hideous  grip. 

“  Mercy,  mercy,  oh,  great  Ruler  of  all  the  universe!”  he  moaned. 
“Thou  Maker  of  all  these  worlds,  thou  Muster  of  all  these  unending 
wonders!  How  puny  the  brain  of  man,  how  witless  his  cunning  before 
Thy  matchless  power!” 

The  scope  was  beyond  him.  His  brain  could  not  comprehend  ll  all. 
For  the  human  being  is  a  limited  creature. 

Limited  in  sight,  in  sense,  in  all  forms  of  being.  Permitted  to  exist 
bnt  for  a  brief  atom  of  time,  to  fill  but  a  tiny  void,  of  wlint  slight  con¬ 
sequence  he  becomes  Individually  and  comparatively.  Yet  in  his  in¬ 
finitesimal  sphere  he  is  the  most  wonderful  of  God’s  creations. 

Seefor  grew  pale  and  wan  and  thin.  He  was  unable  to  sleep  nights, 
and  walked  the  observatory  floor  nnceasingly. 

To  him  the  desire  to  witness  the  crashing  of  the  two  worlds  become 
a  desire  which  nolhing  could  displace. 

He  studied  the  telescope  mirror  constantly,  and  computed  the  speed 
of  Virno  houily  to  make  sure  that  he  would  not  fail  to  witness  the 
wonderful  spectacle. 

But  yet  he  knew  that  he  would  bo  disappointed. 

There  would  be  but  a  brief  flash  visible  to  him  at  best,  even  though 
ihe  most  powerful  lens  were  used  and  the  night  was  favorable.  As 
time  passed  on  he  reflected  dismally  upon  the  preponderance  of 
chances  against  his  seeing  it  all. 

Tlie  almanacs  predicted  storms  at  that  season.  The  meteorological 
signs  Indicated  cloudy  skies.  The  astronomer’s  heart  grew  cold, 
ll  seemed  to  him  as  if  there  conld  be  no  greater  disappointment 
•‘  I  must  witness  that  catastrophe,”  he  declared,  grimly.  “  In  some 
manner  1  must  see  it  even  at  Hie  cost  of  rny  life.”  • 

Indeed,  be  had  almost  begun  to  admit  that  a  life  would  he  not  alto¬ 
gether  ignobly  sacrificed  in  the  attempt  to  witness  the  Ueslniction  of 
two  worlds,  either  of  which  was  probably  as  large  as  the  earth. 

He  knew  that  to  make  sure  of  wlliiesaing  the  great  catastrophe  it 
would  bo  necessary  to  gel  beyond  the  limit  of  the  terrestrial  aimos- 
phero  which  acted  os  o  film  upon  the  telescope  lens. 

Througii  clear  space  the  planets  conld  not  help  but  show  more 
plainly,  and  the  dangers  of  obscuring  clouds  would  bo  nt  once  re- 

"''Al*o'noo  Seefor  began  considering  the  possllilllly  of  making  an  ob- 
servailon  from  such  a  vantage  point. 

Ho  conld  think  of  no  oilier  means  than  a  balloon. 

Tills  woulil  be  an  nncertnlii  and  precarious  method,  th.iugh  It  suc¬ 
cessful  ll  would  be  most  advantageous.  .  ,  ,  , 

The  lilgheat  niountaln  in  the  world  was  In  n  latitude  from  which  the 
collision  could  not  well  be  seen.  The  allllnde,  however,  could  not 
altogether  overcome  Hie  ohscurlly  of  the  almnspliere,  and  would  by 
no  means  dispose  of  Ihe  posslhlllly  of  veiling  clonds. 

In  tills  qiiandnrv,  Seefor’s  meditations  were  Interrupted  by  the  on- 
irnnce  of  a  brother  savant.  ,  i 

I’rolOBSor  Cyril  Ventura  was  a  Portuguese  astronomer,  noted  the 
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world  oTer  as  the  man  who  had  acciraU-ly  cort.puled  the  orbit,  of  Uab- 

'’‘‘ir*Bu“-frTrs:^  .“era.:."  Sir--v;nghl.  velvelelrmi 
cap.  ••  1  hope  I  Bud  you  successful  lo  dayl 

Seefor  looked  up  moodily.  .  „  .  .  i 

“  Success  comes  to  those  who  watt,  he  replied. 

“Aud  you - ’’ 

Ve^Tur^wen!  to  the  telescope  mirror  and  studied  it.  Seefor  gave 

**  Had  he  alai^ob^rved  the  sinking  start  Did  he  also  know  that 
Viriio  had  been  hurled  from  its  orbit? 

Preaentlv  Ventura  turned  carelessly  away.  .....  .  , 

o  Viberuo’rMmet  is  now  a  week  late.”  he  cried  with  a  laugh. 
“Another  false  prophet.  Ah.  well.  It  is  easy  to  err  m  the  computa¬ 
tion  of  orbiU.” 

uul”  ht’^reed!^'’*'  But  the  orbit  of  stars  is  sometimes  even 
more  difficult.** 

Veiuura  lo(»ked  at  him  Bharply.  sst 

••  Have  vou  found  a  new  planet?”  he  asked,  abruptly.  ^ 
friend,  Seefor.  Do  not  be  afraid  to  trust  me.  I  would  rob  yon  of  no 

'^'^^efor  seemed  to  hesitate  a  moment,  then  a  powerful  resolution 

Kno'^hl”  he  cried,  impulsively,  springing  up.  "  I  mean  to  take 
you  Into  my  confidence,  Cyril.  1  know  you  are  my  friend. 

The  two  astronomers  stood  face  to  face. 

"Goodl”  hesuid.  “Out  with  it.” 

Seefor  letl  his  friend  to  the  mirror. 

“  Look  here!”  he  said,  placing  a  finger  upon  the  specified  constella¬ 
tion.  “  You  know  every  star  there.” 

“  Every  star  in  that  constellation— yes!” 

“  Then  you  can  locate  Virno?" 

"  Virno!  Why,  certainly!  A  planet  of  the  twelfth  magnitude — 
hereabouts — oh,  this  is  strange.” 

Then  the  Portuguese  turned  a  blank  face  toward  Seefor. 

“This  is  strange,”  he  repeated.  “  Virno  is  gone!" 

Seefor  smiled.  , 

'•  Look  twelve  degrees  further  down,'  he  said.  “  What  do  you 


Ventura  followed  the  line  of  stars  and  studied  the  sky  n  while 
thouohtfullj’.  Then  he  seized  the  calipers  and  made  a  measurement. 

it  "was  several  moments  before  he  concluded  his  task.  He  grew 
f  grave  and  interested. 

Seefor  reclined  upon  a  divan  in  the  corner  of  the  observatory  and 
wuiched  his  friend  through  half-closed  eyes.  Ventura  finally  returned 
to  a  fresh  study  of  the  constellation. 

It  was  a  full  hour  before  the  Portugese  astronomer  turned  from  his 
work.  Tiien  he  was  excited  and  his  eyes  shone  like  stars. 

••  Soul  of  Aristotle!”  he  exclaimed,  gazing  searchingly  at  Seefor. 
“This  is  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  these  later  years.  The 
honor  is  yours!” 

Seefor  bowed  gently. 

“  Thank  yon!”  he  said.  “  I  am  glad  you  have  seen  the  Importance 
of  this  discovery.  It  is  no  licht  matter  that  a  world  should  fall  into 
space  and  destroy  another  world.” 

“  It  is  a  mighty  thing  to  ponder  upon,”  agreed  Ventura,  “  and  only 
verifies  the  possibility  of  our  planets  doing  the  same  thing  some 
day." 

"  The  old  time  prophets  have  always  decreed  the  ultimate  end  of 
this  earth.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  they  knew  more  about  it  than 
most  of  08  are  inclined  to  give  them  credit  for.” 

“Our  planet,  howpver,  will  not  travel  so  far  into  ulterior  space  as 
Virno  is  doing.” 

“  Very  true.  From  the  best  calculations  of  gravitating  forces,  I 
think  we  would  fall  into  the  Sun.  Let  that  day  be  far  distanU” 

“  Amen!  but  now  in  what  manner  shall  we  take  advantage  of  this 
discovery?  If  you  wish  my  aid,  I  will  gladly  cast  my  lot  with  yours.” 

“  I  accept  your  kind  offer.” 

The  two  astronomers  gripped  bands  warmly,  and  the- compact  was 
made. 


CHAPTER  II. 


THE  RESCUE. 


But  the  great  problem  was  not  yet  mastered  by  any  means.  Seefor, 
however,  fell  much  reinforced  and  looked  more  cheerfully  into  the 
futore. 

Boih  knew  the  importance  of  quick  action. 

The  sinking  star  was  going  Into  space  at  the  rate  of  one  degree  per 
day.  The  elapse  of  lime  until  it  would  collide  with  Jugo  would  not  be 
great. 

How  were  they  to  secure  a  certain  or  positive  vantage  point  from 
which  to  witness  the  great  crcsh?  This  was  the  absorbing  question. 

Ventura  was  greatly  in  favor  of  a  buljoon. 

But  Seefor  said : 

“  We  have  no  certain  menns  of  navigaiing  a  balloon.  Suppose  we 


.-et  into  space  and  it  collapses?  Again  It  may  drift  loo  far  from  the 

"'^^lte*be«'';o'int"o;’'o" 

point  near  the  center  of  the  Stale  of  Tonnossee. 

"  Wo  can'reckon  the  air  currents  and  their 
so  that  wo  should  reach  Iho  border  of  space  somewhere  In  Ib.il 

viciniiy.” 

Th^s*lhe’  two  savants  reckoned  their  chances  with  rare  skill. 
Finally,  they  decided  upon  the  balloon  ascension.  ,  „_i,i 

“  \Ve  may  lose  our  lives!”  said  Ventura.  “  But  certainly  wo  could 
sacrifice  them  in  no  belter  cause.” 

“  You  are  right!” 

The  next  thing  in  order  was  to  employ  an  “‘’''9'’®““^,.  „  Bnnilv 

This  was  not  an  easy  matter.  However,  a  during  fellow  was  finally 
found  wlio  agreed  to  undertake  the  tusk. 

He  owned.a  monster  balloon,  which  was  finely  equipped.  Ills  name 
was  Pierre  Lachnise,  and  he  was  a  Frenchman. 

In  duo  time  all  was  ready  and  the  ascent  was  made. 

The  La  Belle  Mario,  with  its  distinguished  passengers,  sprung  sky¬ 
ward.  and  soon  as  viewed  from  the  earth  was  but  a  speck  in  the 
z&i)  IlIi 

Up  and  up  went  the  sky  voyagers.  Clouds  lay  beneath  them,  and 
the  earth  was  hidden  from  view. 

So  rure  and  cold  was  tbo  ulfiiosphtre,  that  tho  travelers  were  ooliKeu 
to  wear  a  peculiar  kind  of  nose  cover,  which  was  the  invention  of  Pro¬ 
fessor  Veniura.  and  protected  the  lungs  from  cullapsing  with  the 
pressure  nnd  luck  of  oxygon. 

The  balloon  drifted  In  the  thinnest  of  air,  and  could  not  be  forced 
higher.  All  that  was  hoped  for  now  was  that  it  would  remain  llins 
suspended  a  necessary  length  of  time  for  the  observation  of  the  col¬ 
lision  of  planets. 

But  in  spite  of  nil  efforts,  it  finally  began  to  sink. 

Moreover,  a  strange  nehnlae  was  in  the  way  of  the  telescope,  ana 
the  two  stars  could  not  be  plainly  seen. 

This  was  most  disliearleniiig  for  the  two  astronomers.  Several  days 
passed  thus. 

By  their  calculation  the  time  lor  the  collision  was  Imminent.  They 
waxed  extreinely  nervous. 


frightful  incident  took  place. 

The  effect  of  the  rarefied  .air  upon  the  human  system  was  strangely 
unpleasant.  It  seemed  to  alleci  the  brain  as  well  as  the  lungs. 

Both  Veniura  and  Seefor  had  noted  that  Lachuise  had  of  late  been 
acting  very  strange. 

He  seemed  uneasy  and  talked  in  a  wild,  rambling  sort  of  manner. 
Tills  seemed  to  worrv  Veniura  particularly. 

“  1  tell  you  there  is  something  wrong  with  the  Frenchmanl”  he  de¬ 
clared.  “  I  fear  that  lie  will  go  mad!” 

“  Pshaw!”  declared  Seefor.  “  That  will  be  only  temporary,  and 
will  pass  away.  I  think  we  need  fear  nothing." 

“  I  hope  that  you  ore  right.” 


“  I  feel  that  I  am!” 

Tims  the  matter  was  allowed  to  drop.  Bat  the  fifth  day  of  their 
residence  above  the  clouds  the  climax  came. 

The  balloon  had  been  losing  altitude  steadily  but  surely  for  several 
days  past. 

Lachaise  had  just  finished  eating  Ills  lunch  when  the  two  astrono¬ 
mers  were  startled  to  eee  him  start  up  with  wild  staring  eyes.  Wild 
words  bnrsi  from  his  lips,  and  he  started  for  the  upper  plalfonii  of  the 
balloon. 

Before  either  astronomer  could  make  a  move  to  prevent,  he  had 
swung  himself  up  into  the  rigging  and  clatched  the  valve  rope  of 
the  balloon. 

With  a  wild  shriek,  he  began  to  climb  up  It.  The  result  can 
easily  be  imagined. 

The  valve  buret  open,  and  gas,  rushing  forth,  the  balloon  began 
to  full. 

Moreover,  the  rope  itself,  being  slender,  was  tremendonaly  taxed 
by  the  weight  of  the  mad  aeronaut.  Then  came  the  awful  catas¬ 
trophe. 

Lachaise,  with  a  ^ild  shriek  of  laughter,  swung  himself  ont  clear  of 
ibe  balloon  on  the  slender  rope. 

There  was  u  crushing,  rending  sound,  and  the  balloon  lilted  a  mo¬ 
ment.  The  next  instant  down  into  space  shot  the  unhappy  man _ 

down  to  ail  uwfnl  deathl 

The  balloon,  lightened  for  a  moment,  shot  upward. 

Then  it  stopped  and  began  to  sink  rapidly  as  the  gas  escaped  in 
torrents. 

“  Great  Cicero!”  shrieked  Ventura.  “  We  are  lost,  Seefor!” 

Appalled  and  anguished,  the  two  scientists  stood  looking  at  each 
other.  This  was  certainly  a  calamity  altogether  unexprcUd. 

Dashed  to  earth  were  all  their  hopes,  their  cherished  plans.  Before 
they  could  hope  to  recoup  their  shuttered  fortunes,  the  time  would  be 
past.  It  would  be  loo  late. 


bitter  disappointment  set  aside  all  else. 

Down  towards  the  earth  lliey  were  settling. 

Seefor  rnshed  to  the  edge  of  the  basket  and  looked  over  He  irn 
a  hopeless  cry.  “ 

“  It  is  ail  up  with  us!" 

Indeed,  so  It  seemed.  Far  below  were  the  waves  of  the  tossing  se 
Lnchaise  had  fallen  Into  this  niid  would  never  more  bo  seen.  ^ 


the  sinking  stak. 


see. 

wUrtl.rreiortor^^urwa'sLar""  -'“'“‘‘"S 

The  uvo  aslronomers.  astomuled,  looked  iu  all  direclioDS  Tlie 
horizon  was  cldur,  no  ship  was  in  8h’'lu 
What  tlid  it  mean?  ® 

TroPvl  '*'®.  came  to  them,  and  thia  lime  much  nearer 

Tiien  \  entura  unwitlini^ly  glanced  npwarti. 

Aa  he  (lid  so  a  great  shorn  burst  from  his  lips: 

^  Look!  What  has  come  to  pass?” 

'** 'ooked  in  the  direclion  indicated  by  his 
colleague,  and  also  gave  a  great  cry.  muioaieu  nj  nis 

"  An  air  ship!”  he  sasped. 

unire\nVTl?ey{mdevt^::em'^^  atmosphere  above  them.  A  craft 
aeH.“!'"nrvi'Sn  waslol <>' 
Thh“Urihe7,[:s,lon.“*''‘“'  “““  <>'  "hat.  nationality? 

Down  the  big  air  siiip  settled  toward  them.  A  voice  came  from  its 
deck  now  easily  distinguishable:  ‘  ® 

"  -A-hoy,  the  balloon  1  Do  you  want  help?" 

T  Seefor;  “  that  we  do,  and  right  quickl” 

Tne  balloon  was  imw  not  more  lhan  half  a  mile  from  the  surface  of 
the  Si  a,  and  fast  settling.  There  was  no  time  to  lose. 

Down  from  the  air  ship’s  deck  caine  tumbling  a  lou<»  rone  ladder 
big  gaa“glo”be.'  parallel  with  the 

Vemn^y  ^  “"‘I  soon  Came  withiu  reach  of 

fore  hbn  ®®*zed  it  and  allowed  Seefor  to  climb  up  the  rungs  be- 

out  in  mid-air.  Seefor  bad  se- 
no, ,11V  .  ‘"pSosi'  telescope  on  his  back,  and  Ventura  carried  other 
ostTonomicil  los.rumenis  in  a  big  bag  slung  over  his  shoulders. 

then  the  aerial  voyagers  on  the  air  ship  began  to  draw  the  ladder 
up.  Soon  the  two  astronomers  were  right  under  the  keel  of  the  air  ship. 

then  they  went  over  the  rail,  and  were  drawn  safely  onto  the  deck, 
lliej’  Blood  face  lo  face  with  their  rescners. 

There  were  three  in  number.  One  was  seen  lo  be  a  tall,  finely 
formed  and  handsome  young  man.  The  second  was  a  negro,  black 
as  a  coal,  and  the  third  a  comical  red-haired  Irishman. 

The  young  man  bowed  politely  and  said: 

“  You  are  in  bad  luck,  gentlemen.” 

“  That  we  are,  sir,”  replied  Seefor.  “  It  was  owing  to  a  sad  mis¬ 
fortune  that  befell  one  of  our  parly.” 

Then  the  astronomers  told  their  story, 
with  deep  interest. 

“  Your  friend  is  beyond  help,”  he  said, 
him  again.” 

“  Poor  L:ichai3e.”  said  Seefor.  **  We  have  given  him  up.” 

It  is  a  sad  misfortune.” 

Then  the  young  captain  of  the  air  ship  told  bis  story. 

Frank  Reade,  Jr.,  was  his  name,  and  he  hailed  from  Readestown 

Ue  S*  A. 


The  young  captain  listened 
“  I  fear  you  will  never  see 


He  was  an  inventor  of  many  wonderful  things,  and  had  large  ma¬ 
chine  shops  in  his  native  town  for  the  manufacture  of  these.  His  fame 
was  world  wide. 

The  two  men,  the  negro  and  the  Irishman,  were  his  faithful  ser¬ 
vants,  and  had  accompanied  him  upon  all  his  travels.  Pomp,  the 
negro,  and  Ramey,  the  Irishman,  were  much  devoted  to  Frank 
Reade,  Jr. 

The  air  ship  wag  a  wondeifnl  struclnre.  It  proved  its  inventor 
a  man  of  great  genius. 

It  was  in  shape  not  unlike  a  racing  yacht,  with  long  ram  like 
bow.  The  ball  was  of  thin  aluminum  and  wood,  yet  bullet  proof. 

Buoyancy  was  of  course  the  principal  tbing  considered.  This  had 
been  attained  iu  a  remarkable  degree. 

Light  but  powerful  electric  machinery  drove  at  great  speed  the 
three  huge  roluscopes,  which  furnished  the  power  of  elevalino.  A 
huge  fonr-bluded  propeller  at  Hie  stern  both  guided  and  propelled  the 
air  sliip. 

A  search-light  was  placed  upon  the  pilot-house  forward.  Tlie  cabins 
were  richly  furnlsbed,  aud  the  air  ship  was  equipped  fur  a  year’s 
cruise  iu  the  air. 


CHAPTKIl  III. 


ON  IIOAIII)  TUP.  AIll  8IIII'. 


On  Him  air  sliip’s  |•ilot.|lonsH  was  tlie  name  .Saturn. 

She  liad  left  Iteadesluwii  but  a  few  days  before  on  an  aimless  expe- 
illLiun  or  ti'iiil  trip.  It  was  by  the. merest  chance  that  slie  hud  liappened 
U|)On  (lie  balloon  navigators. 

Also  it  was  a  fortunate  tiling  fur  Hie  latter  tliiit  slic  liud  done  so. 
Tlioir  lives  wore  llius  preserved. 

Frniik  Reade,  Jr.,  listened  with  the  deepest  inleresl  to  tlie  iircotinl 
given  by  Hie  astronomers  of  Hie  proposed  trip  into  space  to  witness 
the  collision  of  Hie  two  planets. 


“  Is  it  loo  late?"  ^ 

eag'eHy"  :  ou  to  do  so?”  ask-d  Ventura, 

Serfo'r.*"  consider  the  enterprise  an  assured  success,”  declared 

“  Then  the  mailer  18  sealed,”  declared  Frank.  “  I  wi‘l  undertake 
to  carry  you  nearer  Hie  planets  than  any  balloon  could  possibly  do'” 

Tlie  two  savants  stared,  and  Frank  said: 

‘‘  Come  into  the  cabin,  and  we  will  make  all  the  plans.” 

Tlie  two  astronomers,  like  men  in  a  dreiim,  complied 

Silting  at  the  cabin  table,  they  laid  before  Frank  ’the  entire  nro- 
gramme  as  originally  arranged.  Tlieu  Ventura  said: 

"  But  I  fear  we  ascended  as  high  iu  the  balloon  a’s  it  is  possible  lo 
do  and  avoid  loss  of  life.”  ' 

"  Paliawl”  said  Hie  young  inventor,  with  a  laugh.  “  We  sliall  eo 
several  iliousand  miles  nearer.  ” 

For  a  moment  the  two  savants  were  aghast.  ’■<. 

Tliey  looked  at  eacli  other  and  then  at  the  young  inventor. 

In  that  moment  it  seemed  to  them  tlial  he  was  the  victim  of  the 
same  strange  aberratiou  which  Imd  destroyed  poor  Lachaise.  Their 
hearts  sank. 

But  Frank,  who  seemed  to  divine  Hieir  Hiouglits,  lauglied: 

“  Don’t  fear!"  he  said.  “  I  can  demonstrate  tc  you  tlie  feasibilitv  of 
the  plan  very  easily,”  ^ 

As  he  spoke  he  arose  and  opened  the  door  of  a  small  cabinet 
Witbiu  It  was  a  curious  looking  tank  and  wbat  looked  like  a  chemical 
retort. 


“  Here  is  a  chemical  generator,”  he  declared,  “  wliicli  can  furnish 
oxygen  for  the  entire  boat.  No  matter  liow  rare  Hie  .air  la  ouiside 
the  doors  and  windows  may  be  hermetically  sealed  and  we  (»n  travel 
as  far  into  space  aa  yon  desire  willioulaiiy  danger  of  sull'ooulion.  This 
generator  carries  the  pure  air  to  every  part  of  the  ship  by  means  of 
tubes  and  valves.” 

The  two  scientists  listened  with  interest  and  surprise.  Theu  Ven¬ 
tura  said,  earneslly: 

“Really,  Mr.  Reade,  you  are  the  genius  of  this  age.  There  is  nn 
known  invention  yet  to  excel  this.” 

“That  is  right!”  agreed  Seefor.  “We  place  ourselves  in  yon- 
bands,  and  are  agreed  that  nothing  short  of  a  divine  Providence  liun 
sent  yon  our  way!” 

“  Pshaw!”  said  Frank,  liglitly.  "  I  shall  enjoy  it  as  much  as  you. 
Here  is  lo  good  fortune  and  a  pleasant  voyage.” 

“  Hurrah!”  cried  the  scientists. 

No  lime  was  wasted.  Frank  stepped  into  the  pilot-honse  ao'i 
pressed  a  valve,  which  sent  the  air  ship  Hying  skyward. 

Up,  up  she  went  like  a  rocket.  The  day  liad  waned  and  night 
was  beginning  to  reign  in  the  sky. 

Below  lay  fleecy  banks  of  clouds  beyond  which  was  the  earth. 
Above  sliuiie  the  planets  now  made  larger  by  the  rarefaction  of  the 
atmosphere. 

The  voyagers  were  at  once  conlined  to  the  cabin,  for  life  could  not 
be  sustained  outside. 

Barney,  the  Irishman,  presided  at  the  wlieel,  wiiile  Pump,  Hie  negro, 
was  singing  plantation  songs  in  the  cooking  galley. 

A  jolly  pair  they  were,  and  the  most  standi  of  friends,  though  at- 
norir. ally  fond  of  playing  “roots”  on  each  other.  In  this  they  were 
generally  “  even  up.” 

Pump  had  just  Qnislied  cooking  some  tooHisome  crullers,  and  ven¬ 
tured  luto  the  pilot-house  with  a  couple  of  them  in  bis  hands  for 
Barney. 

“  Don’t  yez  be  afllier  cornin'  in  here  wid  any  av  yer  Dutch  cookin’,” 
cried  Hie  Celt.  “  Shure,  it’s  loo  greasy  fer  the  loikes  av  an  Irishman.” 

“  If  yo’  don’  want  it,  clille,  den  yo’  kin  do  de  nex’  hes’  ling." 

“  Pliwnt  is  that?” 

“  Make  yo’  own  donglinuta.” 

“  SImre,  I  cud  make  a  doiigiinut  av  that  face  av  yours  aisier.  Bui 
I’ll  Ihry  wan  av  thim  fer  luck.  Av  they  choke  me,  sliuresil's  yesiltai 
will  be  a  sorry  naygiir.” 

Pomp  grinned. 

“  Mebbe  yo’  link  dey  will,”  he  said.  “  Praps  yo’  jea’  spllli:’  fo’  a  hot 
lime.” 

"  U'b  nin  opinion  that  I’d  liavo  to  look  a  moiglily  soiglil  further  fer 
tlial,”  snilled  liiirney. 

“  Huh!  .All  am'  so  sure.  I’se  run  up  agin  degame  several  limes  in 
mall  life,  lioneyl” 

“  Yez  wild  lie  up  agin  llin  linrilesl  yez  Iver  lliried,”  declared 
Barney,  swallowing  the  re.sl  of  Hie  duugliiiiit. 

“  All  don’  kno’  ’noiil  dal!” 

"  Do  yez  want  convincin’?’  asked  the  Celt,  rolling  up  Ids  sloeves. 

"  I’se  ji'g’  acliln’  fo’  il,  lionev!” 

“  Tlila  tlioni’s  wan  fer  yezl” 

Bariiiiy  S(|uarfld  away  and  gave  Ihn  coon  a  lillT.  Ii  struck  against 
Ids  skull  witli  a  sound  like  a  battering  ram  against  the  board  fence. 

Tlie  coon  never  noticed  the  crack  nor  tried  lo  get  back  at  the 
Cull.  Ho  only  sliuuk  ids  bond  like  an  angry  hull,  oiid  roared: 


••  Hull!  yo'  am’  tie  only  pi'bUl-*  on  ii«  bench.  l>ero’d  oihlora,  chile 
ail'  r«o  one  ob  ilem.  Jmi  uIoiik  josey  ilnre,  iin' look  oul  to  yo  sM. 
With  this  I’oinp  lowered  hia  heud  and  made  a  rush  al  Harney.  Ihe 


Oil  tried  to  dodge.  ,  ,  „  ,  . 

Hut  the  coon  caught  him  In  tlio  diaphniin,  and  ihe  way  Harnej  turn¬ 
ed  a  hack  somersBult  waa  a  caution  to  inonKeja. 

Whurroo!''  he  gasped,  aa  he  rolled  up  onto  Ida  feel ;  yez  are 
nothin’  hitl  a  black  cinder,  and  Ivery  wan  kimwa  ii!” 

“  Don'  yo'  aaas  me,  chilel” 

••  There's  another  fer  yez!" 

Harney  inaile  another  liglitnlng  crack  al  the  coon.  The  result  was 
that  they  closed  ill  a  lerrillc  wrestle. 

.\11  around  Ihe  pilot-house  they  rolled,  tugging  and  panting  like  a 
couple  of  fat  porpol8o.J,  nulil  Unally  they  deiialed  from  sheer  exliaus- 

tion.  ,  . 

Meanwhile,  the  air  chip  hotl  been  bounding  upward  into  space  at  a 

lively  rale.  ,  ,  ,  , 

It  was  now,  however.  In  such  rarelie.l  altitudes  that  there  was  little 
resistance  oll'ered  the  rotascope  blades  tiy  the  air,  lor  very  little  air 
waa  there.  ,  ,  ,  ,  , 

The  aspect  was  now  a  wonderful  one.  Tiie  earth  lay  below  be¬ 
yond  masses  of  clou  la,  iinpeiieirable  to  the  eye. 

Overhead  waa  the  great  limitless  expanse,  star-studded  and  im¬ 
mense.  Tlie  planets  were  now  the  size  of  mooiia,  and  the  moon  it¬ 
self  was  an  enormous  muss  "f  conglomerate. 

The  two  astronomers  were  now  in  the  height  of  ilielr  desires. 
They  spent  all  their  lime  in  the  observation  windows  wit)i  their  tele¬ 
scopes. 

Tnev  could  see  the  sinking  star  of  Virno  and  compute  to  a  certainty 
the  orbit  ot  Jugo.  WIml  liad  been  to  lliom  while  on  Hie  earth  half 
guesswork,  was  now  plain,  undisguised  fad. 

Virno  yet  seemed  quite  a  safe  distance  from  Jugo,  and  the  expected 
collision  was  ilierefore yet  a  good  ways  off. 

As  they  realized  this  the  two  astronomers  were  not  a  little  disap¬ 
pointed. 

All  was  in  readiness  for  the  observation,  and  the  conditions  wore 
favoraliie.  But  the  planets  were  not  yet  amenable. 

Tliere  was  nothing  to  do  but  wait  for  tlie  right  moment  to  come. 
So  ihe  voyagers  made  tliemselves  comfortable. 

With  the  coming  of  the  day  the  earth  was  seen. 

It  was  simply  a  huge  tinted  sphere  which  seemed  to  hang  gigaiilt- 
cally  over  them  and  threaten  them  with  its  frowning  proximity. 

Little  could  he  iden  tilled  iipim  its  surface.  A  peculiar  liaze,  prob¬ 
ably  I  be  density -of  atmosphere,  precluded  this. 

“  .All  of  wliich  explains  why  we  are  unable  to  see  large  objects  on 
tlie  moon,"  declared  Seefor.  '* That  the  moou  has  an  atmospliere,  it 
is  safe  to  admit,  but  it  is  exceedingly  lliin.” 

••There  remains  mucli  to  be  learned  yet  regarding  the  Heavenly 
lioiliesr  declared  Ventura.  “  I  trust  we  may  learii  much  on  this 
trip.” 

“  It  will  be  of  value,  if  we  return  alive!" 

“  That  it  wilir 

Thus  they  discussed  matters  and  consulted  the  ascension  gauge. 
They  discovered  that  Ihe  air  ship  bad  gone  as  high  into  space  as 
was  possible,  unless  other  means  were  employed. 

At  this  juncture  Frank  Reade,  Jr.,  came  out  of  an  inner  cabin. 

lie  carried  in  hia  arms  long  coils  ot  wire  and  a  peculiar  trumpel- 
shapeil  instrument. 

“  nelgho!”  cried  Seefor.  “  What  have  vou  tliere.  Friend  Reade?” 

"  .A  new  invention,”  replied  Frank  qiiieily. 

“  .A  new  invention?  Indeed,  wliai  may  it  be?” 

The  young  inventor  depoaiieil  tlie  inslrumeiit  and  wires  on  the  cabin 
door.  Then  he  said : 

If  this  proves  a  .enccess  it  will  be  the  greatest  discovery  of  mod¬ 
ern  limes.’’ 

The  others  were  interested. 

“  That  is  a  remarkable  statement, "  declared  Ventura. 

’■  But  a  true  one!” 

“  It  will  add  honor  to  yoiir  already  grand  achievements,”  said 
Seefor. 

Frank  unwound  the  wires  and  connected  them  wilti  the  instrument. 
Wiien  tins  was  complele<l  he  said: 

I  doti’t  mind  telling  you  the  purpose  of  tliis  inventiori.” 

“  We  are  glad  to  hear  it,”  replied  Seefor. 

"  Indeed,  yes!” said  Ventura. 

Tae  young  inventor  then  said : 

'•1  trust  you  will  not  he  startled  wlili  the  announcement.  This 
instrument  I  cull  an  aUraclomotor,  and  with  it  I  liope  to  gain  ainiiily 
with  distant  magnetic  points,  wliicli  iliose  planets  may  bo.  This  will 
enable  me  to  fix  the  Saturn  in  space  by  moans  of  magnetic  poles, 
creating  an  axis  akin  to  that  of  any  (.’rifling  body  in  space,  such  as  llie 
Earth,  for  one.  It  is  (lossible  Dial  tliese  magnetic  poles  may  be  em- 
.  I'lnyed  lor  Hie  safe  inivti  Hiroiigli  space  of  Hie  air-sbip  to  any  distant 
planet  upon  wliicli  a  magnetic  line  of  attraction  can  bo  made." 


CIIAITER  IV. 


THE  KI.ICIIT  OP  METEORS. 

It  was  certainly  a  most  :i8loundii  gdeclaraiiou  which. Frank  Reade 
Jr.,  made.  •  ‘ 


The  two  iiiiron(MiM*rH  lislened  to  it  wiili  sheer  surprise.  For  a  time 
Hiey  were  overcome  with  the  force  of  Hio  thing. 

Yet  Its  poBSlIiility  WHS  paleiil  to  them,  and  Increased  their  iiileresL, 
(ireal  Cicero!"  L'lisped  .Senior;  *•  what  will  come  next?  Why 
think  of  the  posslhilily  of  a  safe  trip  by  means  of  negative  atid 
positive  poles  10  some  distant  planet  and  buck?  Tiie  thing  seems  in- 
creilihle.”  ,  ,  . 

••  It  inuy  liB  iinpossihle," declared  Frank,  “  lint  that  is  10  be  deter* 
mined.  I  ineaii  to  make  the experiiiieiit.’’ 

“  .And  if  it  succeeds?” 

We  may  Had  ourselves  on  Mars  or  Jupiter  in  a  veiy  short  lime. 
Travel  would  he  switl.  Distance  is  nothing  in  space.” 

Wonderful!”  ejaculated  both  scientists.  '•  You  are  a  genius, 

sir!" 

••  Nothing  of  the  kind!"  declared  Frank,  with  a  laugh.  ’■  It  is  an 
easy  and  simple  hypothesis,  that  is  all.  I  only  avail  myself  of  a  low 
of  the  wonderful  and  hidden  forces  of  electricity.” 

From  that  moiiienl  the  two  astronomers  were  deeply  interested  in 
Frank’s  experiment. 

They  even  almost  forgot  Hie  sinking  star  and  its  attendant  plie- 
nomena, 

Frank  carefully  rieged  the  attraclomotor.  It  was  nothing  more 
Ilian  n  curious  dynnmo-imignel,  willi  strong  sympatlieiic  discs,  iiinch 
on  ihe  principle  of  the  sulimurine  tolegrapliy,  used  by  ships  al  sea, 
wMlioul  tlie  use  of  wires. 

By  means  of  it  afllnily  with  any  distant  magnetic  polo  could  be  es- 
lalilished,  much  as  the  needle  of  Hie  compass  is  ailracled  to  the  mag¬ 
netic  poles  on  eurili. 

This  wonderful  inveniioti  of  Frank  Reade,  Jr.’s,  was  the  peer  of  all 
Olliers. 

It  was  almost  beyond  conception  in  its  wonderful  workings.  .Most 
astonisliing  results  were  obtained. 

It  was  attached  to  Ihe  upper  part  of  the  pllol-tiouse.  Tlie  connec¬ 
tions  were  made  with  Hie  dynamos  and  the  magnetic  discs  cliarged.  ^ 

Instantly  the  head  of  tlie’air  sliip  came  about  with  a  jerk. 

A  large  planet  just  above  Virno  liad  furnished  Hie  responsive  pole. 
Tlie  discs  emitted  sparks,  and  there  was  a  perceptible  motion  of  the 
Saturn. 


“  It  is  a  success!"  cried  Frank  Reade,  Jr.,  in  triumph.  ••  We  have 
found  a  distant  magnetic  pole.  The  power  of  ullraclion  is  so  great 
that  we  are  being  drawn  toward  it.’’ 

It  waa  an  astoumiir.g  revelation. 

Tlien  Ventura  leaned  forward  and  clutched  the  daring  young  in¬ 
ventor’s  sleeve. 

“  How  is  it?"  he  asked,  in  a  thrilling  voice.  “  Can  we  ever  return?” 

“  With  the  greatest  of  ease,”  replied  Frank, 

••  Explain  iu" 

“  You  will  understand,”  said  Frank,  "that  I  am  using  now  only 
the  positive  pede  of  utlraclion.  By  reversing  the  current  the  nega¬ 
tive  pole  repels  the  planet,  and  we  are  forced  hack  toward  the  earth 
until  within  its  forces  of  gravitation.  There  is  no  risk.  We  may  go 
on  as  far  as  we  choose,  it  is  only  a  question  of  time  to  reach  one  of 
Hie  planets.  That,  I  fear,  we  will  not  live  long  enougli  to  dol" 

It  was  a  tremendous  realization. 

They  were  now  iraveliag  quite  rapidly  toward  the  planet,  it  was 
true.  Tlie  ascension  gauge  sliowed  this. 

But  yet  the  distance  was  so  frightful  that,  as  Frank  declared,  it 
would  requite  a  lifetime  to  gel  there  and  back.  It  was  wholly  unfeas¬ 
ible  to  Hiliik  of  reaching  the  planet. 

But  the  aUraclomotor  enabled  Hiein  to  gel  vastly  nearer  to  it.  and 
lo  a  point  from  whence  a  good  view  could  be  had  of  the  exliiicUoii  of 
Virno  and  Jugo. 

Yet  the  success  of  the  trip  depended  wliolly  upon  escaping  any  pog- 
silile  calamity  whicli  might  befall  the  air  ship. 

Should  nnytliing  break  in  the  machinery,  jrt  should  Hie  rotascopos 
fail  to  revolve,  there  would  be  no  iinmedinte  danger  of  falling,  for  Ihe 
aUraclomotor  would  still  hold  the  Sal  urn  firmly  suspended.  But  it 
would  preclude  any  nttem|)i  to  get  back  lo  the  earth. 

For  Hie  moment  the  airship  got  into  the  line  of  terrestrial  gravita¬ 
tion  it  would  fall  upon  Hie  eiirili  widi  friglitful  force  and  be  sure 
death  to  Hie  voyagers. 

All  this  Frank  explained  to  the  two  astronomers.  The  matter  was 
now  clear  to  all. 

’•  Let  us  hope  Ihal  nothing  will  befall  the  air  ship!"  crieii  Seefor. 
“  We  have  had  reverses  enough  thus  far  on  this  trip.  May  success 
now  attend  ns.’’ 

"  .Amenl”  exclaimed  Ventura.  “  I  feel  that  it  will." 

“  I  liave  cotiiplele  conli.ience  in  the  Saturn."  declared  Frahk.  ■•  I 
liiink  stio  will  pull  us  through.  Still,  of  course,  accidents  are  apt  lo 
happeu.” 


me  view  oi  v  trno  was  now  tine. 

'The  aslronciiiers  were  constantly  sliutying  the  sinking  star  with 
their  glasses.  Jugo  was  rapidly  uearing  the  point  of  coliisioii  in  its 
orbit. 

(Jrand  tieyond  conception  woulil  bo  the  di-^play  when  tlie  two  plan¬ 
ets  sliould  meet.  It  seemed  as  if  the  wliole  universe  must  feel  the 
shock. 

Yet  those  on  the  earth  so  far  away  would  doubtless  never  realize  it 
and  few  would  see  more  Hian  the  meteor  Hash.  That  would  be  all  ' 

Thus  lime  weni  on. 

Frmik  liad  gone  as  far  Into  .space  with  the  nltractomotor  as  l.o  cared 
to.  The  two  poles  were  established,  and  the  air  ship  remained  sia- 

iioniir* . 


two 'uUn«8*  ”'“‘1  f"''  ^I'e  extinction  ot  the 

two  planets.  Ihea  ihej  coulU  decide  upon  a  return  to  ilie  earth. 

iiVnnb  interim  things  were  never  dull  on  board  the  air  ship. 

cl'esri"!  and  light.  Barney 
on  the  fiddle  an^“e  banlo.'""  and  played 

But  matters  were  not  destined  to  long  pursue  tills  even  tenor. 
r.!i  t  a  ^  incident  occurred.  Barney  was  polisliing  the 

pilot  house  window  when  there  was  a  blinding  Hash  of  light,  a  roar 
like  a  thousand  thunders  and  the  air  ship  whirled  about  like  a  top  and 
seemed  to  be  liierally  going  lo  pieces.  ^ 

*•  w»fof  Frank,  trying  to  gain  the  pilot-house. 

What  has  iiappened.  Barneyr 

“  Alay  the  dlvil  lake  me  if  I  know,  sor!’’  cried  the  Celt.  “  Shiire  1 
niver  was  so  skeered  in  all  me  loife!"  ’ 

It  was  somewhile  before  any  on  board  could  recover  from  the 
Strange  shock.  Then  Professor  Ventura,  wlio  had  been  at  the  obser¬ 
vation  window,  vouclisafed  an  explanation. 

“  It  was  a  small  meteor,”  he  declared.  “  I  first  caught  sight  of  it 
coming  down  upon  us  at  a  right  angle.  1  was  sure  tliat  it  was  going 
to  strike  ns,  but  before  1  could  give  a  word  of  warning  it  liad  passed." 

“  A  narrow  escape!"  cried  Frank.  "If  it  bad  strucc  us,  it  would 
have  settled  our  fate  forever." 

“  You  are  right,”  agreed  Seefor,  who  was  very  pale.  “I  liope  we 
shall  dodge  the  next  one  as  easily  as  this.” 

The  words  had  barely  left  his  lips  when  a  distant  roar  was  lieard 
and  the  ship  rocked  violenily.  ,  ’ 

Another  meteor  passed  tlie  Saturn  some  lialf  mile  away,  wbicli  was 
plainly  seen  by  all. 

The  next  instant  another  flashed  by  at  a  greater  distance.  Almost 
every  second  one  now  passed,  which  was  clear  evidence  tlial  they 
were  viewing  a  shower  of  meteors. 

The  risk  which  they  were  incurring  was  enough  to  turn  each  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  party  gray. 

But  fortune  was  with  them,  and  none  of  tlie  falling  aerolites  came 
so  near  as  the  first,  wliich  must  have  grazed  the  air  ship. 

The  meteoric  display  lasted  fully  twenty  ininates.  It  was  a  relief  to 
tlie  aerial  voyagers  wlien  it  was  over. 

But  now  n  startling  fact  was  revealed.  Professor  Ventura  look  a 
look  at  the  ascension  gauge. 

“  By  Cierco!”  he  exclaimed;  wlrat  has  happened,  Mr.  Reade?” 

"  Eh?"  ejaculated  Frank. 


"  We  are  falling!” 

"  Falling?" 

“  Yes,  we  are  ten  miles  nearer  the  earth  than  we  were  before 
that  meteor  missed  us  by  a  hair’s  breadth." 

Frank  saw  that  this  was  true!  He  could  hardly  tielieve  it. 

He  atonceexamineii  tlie  maciiinery.  It  was  all  right.  But  when 
he  looked  at  the  attractomolor  lie  found  one  of  the  wires  gronnded. 

This  had  diverted  the  current  and  weakened  the  instrument.  It  is 
needless  to  say  that  the  insulator  was  quickly  replaced. 

The  air  ship  ones  more  became  steady,  and  in  a  short  while  the 
distance  was  recovered. 

Bnt  BOW  tlie  two  astronomers  made  a  surprising  discovery. 

This  was  that  their  calculations  as  to  tlie  time  for  tlie  meeting  of 
Virno  and  Jiigo  were  wrong. 

It  would  yet  bo  a  week  before  tlie  sinking  star  should  cross  the 
orbit  of  Jugo.  This  was  a  long  and  todions  wail. 

But  the  aerial  voyagers  were  detennined  to  make  the  best  of  it.  It 
was  not  ordained,  however,  that  they  were  to  remain  much  lunger  in 
their  present  position. 

The  change  came  iu  a  most  start  ling  manner, 

A  day  slipped  liy  rapidly  after  the'  first  meteoric  shower.  Then  a 
second  display  of  aerolites  liurst  upon  llin'ii. 

Tliey  were  seen  at  some  distance,  and  were  observed  tube  approach¬ 
ing  at  such  a  rapid  rate  that  Frank  Keade,  Jr.,  became  intensely  ner- 
wyciis. 

It  seemed  incredible  that  the  air-ship  should  pass  througii  a  socond 
shower  unharmed.  This  fall  of  herolites  was  more  deuse  than  the 
other. 

A  hasty  consultation  was  held. 

"  And  it  was  decided  imperatively  necessary  to  at  once  descend  into 
safer  regions.  Frank  lost  no  'ime  in  making  nclioii. 

He  reversed  tliH  magneiic  current  in  the  attractonotor.  Instantly 
the  air  ship  began  to  recede  toward  tlie  earth. 

But  the  danger  was  liy  no  means  averted. 

Tlie  shower  of  aerolites  rapidly  drew  'leurer,  and  lliroulened  the  air 
ship’s  safely. 


CHAPTER  V. 


KAI'K  TO  KAItTII, 


FiiA.SK  saw  III  an  liislanl  that  the  descent  of  I  ho  air  ship  into  spaco 
was  not  swift  enough  for  llie  unrollles.  ’I’hey  were  gaining  rapidly. 
Heaven  help  us!"  he  groaned.  ■'  If  they  overtake  us  we  are  losl!” 
There  is  no  help  for  It,”  cried  Heefor.  ’  VVe  miiHl  make  up  our 
minds  to  reliirn  at  least  purl  way  to  the  oarih.” 


‘  The  cloud  of  aerolites 


“  I  trust  It  is  not  too  late,"  cried  Ventura, 
is  fust  drawing  tliis  way.” 

wiM7on“r\mck8"”°''’"  escape 

ijowaward  progress  of  tlie  air  sliip  was  necessarily  s  ow 
Its  speed  depenued  upon  the  negative  current  of  the  attractomolor  * 

that  there  was  no  altraclioii  whatever  in  that  direction  ^ 

Had  the  Saturn  been  released  from  Hie  power  of  the  attractomolor 
®""Ply  littve  drifted  away  into  space  to  remain  until  brough’ 
wiHim  the  attracting  power  of  some  other  body,  perhaps  the  eanh 

The  aerolites  hud  been  liurled  into  apace  by  some  powerful  force 
winch  gave  them  the  speed  they  possessed.  It  was  not  their  own 
weight  Wliich  impelled  them. 

This  was  all  known  to  the  voyagers,  and  they  knew  that  all  de- 
E  poMihir*'^"'®  aeioliles  as 

Down  went  the  air  ship  willi  its  suspense  stricken  voyagers. 

But  tlie  Cloud  of  meteors  grew  thicker  and  still  continued  to  draw 
Deartjr. 

Suddenly  a  briglit  flash  of  light  came  crashing  down  against  the 
bow  of  the  air  ship.  In  that  instant  it  seemed  as  if  the  end  hud 
come. 

The  Saturn  seemed  to  liirn  and  plunge  downward.  The  dynamos 
buzzed  and  tlie  roiascopes  whirred.  But  the  propeller  no  lom'er 
worked.  ” 


That  tlie  air  ship  had  been  strnek  by  a  fragment  of  a  meteor 
was  corlaiii.  It  was  a  miracle  that  it  had  not  been  destroyed. 

Sliouts  of  alarm  went  up  from  Barney  and  Pomp.  But  Frank 
cried  out  in  a  calm  voice: 

“All  steady!  The  danger  is  past.  We  sliall  escape  vet!" 

And  his  words  were  prophetic.  They  did  escape,  but  the  air  ship 
was  now  within  the  earth's  alraospliere. 

It  was  falling  rapidly  and  now  the  fleecy  clouds  seen  below 
proved  lliat  they  were  going  earthward.  Frank  turned  the  rota- 
scope  lever  and  cliecUed  the  descent  to  a  degree. 

But  lie  could  not  entirely  arrest  the  downward  descent  of  the  air 
ship.  At  once  a  startling  discovery  dawned  upon  liim. 

The  crashing  of  the  meteor  against  the  air  ship’s  bow  had  disar¬ 
ranged  the  rolaicope  connections  so  Itiat  they  no  longer  ran  at  a 
necessary  speed  to  keep  the  air  sliip  up. 

It  was  bound  to  descend  to  the  earth.  There  was  no  other  uller- 
iiativo  but  to  allow  It  to  do  so. 

Frank  communicated  this  fact  to  bis  companions.  ' 

“  That  will  be  ail  riglit  If  we  do  not  land  in  the  sea,”  declared  Seefor. 
“  We  bavB  yet  time  to  make  a  return  trip  from  tlie  earth  to  see  the 
meeting  of  the  planets.” 

Down  into  tlie  clouds  now  settled  the  air  ship. 

A  few  momenis  later  the  earth  was  seen  far  below.  The  voyagers 
drew  a  breath  of  relief. 

it  was  not  water  which  lay  below  them. 

A  mighty  wilderness  of  trackless  forests,  high  mountains  and  val¬ 
leys  was  revealed. 

Wlial  part  of  the  earth  it  was  they  could  not  even  guess.  But  one 
tiling  was  certain. 

It  was  lint  a  tropical  clime. 

The  vegetation  was  that  peculiar  to  a  teinpernte  zone.  Seefor  ven¬ 
tured  the  opinion  that  it  was  some  part  of  British  Columbia. 

And  after  events  proved  that  lie  w.is  right. 

The  sliower  of  aerolites  had  long  since  gone  from  siglil. 

The  air  ship  now  approached  the  earth  more  slowly,  .-ts  the  air  be¬ 
came  denser,  the  rotoscope  blades  became  more  powerful  and  sustain¬ 
ing. 

It  was  seen  lliat  iliey  were  to  aligiil  npon  a  bald  rock  crowned  ein- 
ineiice.  This  was  good  forlniie. 

To  fall  among  tlie  trees  of  tlie  forest  would  be  exceedingly  mifor- 
tunale  os  well  as  dangerous. 

Frank  did  all  in  his  power  to  ease  the  de.sceiit  of  the  air  sliip. 
There  was  very  little  shock  ns  it  touched  the  ledge. 

Barney  throw  out  the  ancliors  and  all  descended  from  Hie  deck. 
Ill  spile  of  all,  it  was  a  genuine  pleasure  to  set  fool  on  Hie  Arm  earth 
once  more. 

The  hour  was  near  dusk,  and  night  must  soon  settle  down  over  the 
world.  It  was  lonely  ami  dreary  enough  in  Hie  heart  of  this  vast  wil- 
ileniess,  whicli  must  ho  fur  from  civilization. 

Impenotrahle  forests  oxlemleil  in  all  nirectioiis.  Not  a  sign  of  liv¬ 
ing  haliiiiiHon  was  anywliero  vi.sllile. 

As  near  as  could  he  guessed,  they  were  in  a  part  of  BrlHsli  Colnni- 
hia.  Bill  .Seefor  said: 

For  lliat  iiiiiUer  It  niiglil  be  a  jiarl  of  Norlliern  .\sla.  Tlio 
scenery  there  is  very  iniicli  like  tliis.” 

“  Wo  will  soon  krow,"  hiiIiI  Frink.  “  .\s  soon  us  day  comes  again 
I  will  lake  an  ohservaiioii  and  get  our  liearingB  ’’ 

Utile  could  be  done  that  iilglil.  Tliey  look  a  brief  Irip  about  Hie 
eminence,  and  tiinn  went  hack  alinard  Hie  air-slilp, 

Tlie  iiiglit  came  nil  clonoleHS  and  siar-lil. 

Virno  conlil  not  tie  ideiiillled,  for  Hie  lelescopes  were  not  powerful 
eneugli.  But  iu  leT  direction  lleTe  were  fiei|ueiil  llasliee  of  falling 
meteors. 

it  is  a  very  good  tiling  that  wo  did  not  smy  Hiere,"  ileclared 
VeiHiiru.  ’’  If  we  hull  iv»  would  have  no  doubt  come  to  grief.” 

“One  iliiiig  sure,"  siii.l  .Seefor,  “  wlien  this  sliower  of  meteors  Is 
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ovor  U  will  l.lc.ly  make  il  much , safer  for  us  to  reluru.  We  shall  be 
lee,  likely  to  ^  ..  now  our  plan  must  be  to 

s«ir " 

quickly  us  possible.  ’  iueiructed  to  begm  work  on  the 

T,,.n .« 

weary  It  was  declileU  to  night  and  was  to  bo 

Barney  was  on  ^  somewhat  shaky  corditlon. 

waMlkn»'Cell8,  of  a  superstitious  turn,  and  the  woods  to  him 

'"Z  intllted  as  mucirto  W,'  wWch  at  once  put  that  astute  coon 

‘“••X’l.r^’^muttered  the  coon.  •'  Dat  am  jes’  mah  chance.  I'so  jes’ 

“  At  once‘he  llw  ’hirplans.  When  the  coon  went  below  to  turn  in  ho 
did  nouiterobe  or  evl..  attempt  to  court  the  gentle  goddess  of  slum- 

had  a  hard  score  against  the  Celt,  and  he  believed  that  he  saw 

now  an  opporluinty  to  pay  it  up.  ,  „  „i-  ai.in 

Afier  a  while  all  became  quiet  aboard  the  nlr  ship. 

Frank  Uea.le  Jr.,  and  the  two  astronomers  were  sound  asleep. 
Barney\>aced  tiie  deck  above.  Pomp  made  sure  that  all  was  safe, 
then  lie  crept  out  of  his  bunk. 

Then  he  went  lo  the  chemical  room  aiui  procured  some  piioapliorus, 
whtrh  waa  luminous  in  ihe  dark. 

This  he  smeared  over  his  eyes  and  across  his  cheeks.  This  gave  him 
the  nnnearancd  of  a  veriiable  Heed.  , 

K  white  slieet  was  next  in  order.  Thus  equipped  the  coon  was  ready 
foAiuslness  or  fun.  it  mattered  little  wl.icli.  lie  dropped  out  of  llie 

cabin  window  and  slid  over  the  rail  in  the  shadows,  ,  .  „ 

Barney  paced  the  deck  with  leisurely  step,  lie  glanced  at  times 
into  the  gloom  of  the  forest. 

It  must  not  be  imagined  that  tlie  Ci  lt  was  a  coward. 

He  was  far  from  this  so  far.  as  things  mundane  went.  It  was  only 
that  wliich  partook  of  tl.e  spirit  world  whicli  at  all  troubled  him. 

Porno  was  crouching  in  the  shadows  just  beyond  a  shrub  not  more 
than  Hftv  paces  from  the  air  ship.  He  was  cliuckling  willi  deliglit  at 
the  thou’elil  ol  tlio  practical  joke  lie  might  play  on  his  friend.- 

Barney  advanced  Uiially  to  the  very  bow  of  the  air  slop.  Tins  was 
directly  in  a  line  with  Hie  bush  beldud  whicli  Pomp  crouclied. 

Tills  was  tliecoou's  opportiiuiiy. 

He  instantly  arose  and  began  executing  a  can-can  witb  a  ecreecliing 

^'BarueZ'totl'imir  stood  on  end.  His  knees  trembled  and  bis  teeth 

chattered  like  castanets.  ....  _ _ if 

••  Howl)  smoke!”  he  gasped.  “  It’s  the  ould  divil  himself.  Shore 
an’  he’s  come  fer  me  an’  divil  a  bit  do  1  loike  it.  Bad  cess  to  bim. 

^  The'n*all  ilie  saints  in  tlie  calendar  rolled  volubly  from  Barney’s  lips. 
He  crossed  bimself  with  great  earnestness  and  repealed  an  invocation 
against  bis  Satanic  Mjij^sty. 

Pomp  wifS  careful  not  lo  overdo  the  trick.  .  ,  ,  „ 

He  remained  in  view  Imt  a,  lew  seconds.  Then  he  vanished  as 

ouickly  as  he  had  appeared.  .  ,  .... 

Tins  was  a  miglity  relief  to  Barney,  who  fancied  that  ins  prayers 
liad  driven  the  apparition  away.  This  gave  tlie  Celt  a  species  of  false 
coarage.  .  ,  , 

He  ran  to  the  rail  and  shook  his  list  violently.  ^  ^ 

Vrrah,  an'  it’s  a  Tnurtherin’  coward  yez  are,  afther  all,  an  p  a  not 
Barney  O'Shea  yez  will  he  afther  takhi’  away  tins  loime  to  be  sliiire. 
May  the  plague  honld  yez  forlver!  Bad  cess  to  yez! 
lint  these  last  words  froze  on  his  lips. 

From  behind  the  hush  llie  aiiparilion  appeared  on  all  fours,  snarling 
and  hissing  like  an  infuriated  beast.  .Again  Barney  became  the  vic¬ 
tim  of  mortal  terror.  .  „  „  , 

“  .Avannt  will  yez!”  he  yelled.  “Whisht  away!  St.  Pettier  defend 
us!  .Misllier  Frank!  Help,  help!” 

Bill  just  ns  Pomp  wag  about  to  ag.Vm  vanish  from  sigbl  an  unlook¬ 
ed  for  turt.b’.g  of  tables  occurred. 

The  practical  joker  liecaine  Hie  victim  of  his  own  joke  in  a  most  un- 
exiiected  and  thrilling  manner. 


ft  was  a  monster  bear  from  tl.e  depll...  of  the  foreit  which  had 
anriinir  out  uDon  him.  He  was  a  dill  1  In  the  grasp  of  the  brute. 
^liuUortunalely  the  beast  seemed  to  bo  salislled  wllli  merely  bug¬ 
ging  him,  1111(1  did  not  altempl  to  bile  linn.  It  was,  however, 

leal  moment  for  Pomp.  i  „  uiiuu  >• 

••  Hell)'  belli!”  he  yelled.  “  DU  chile  am  gwlne  to  be  killed.  ^ 

“  Howly  milher!”  mnuered  Barney;  “llie  dlvlls  are  foigliHn  m.t 
there.*  bad  cess  to  Hum!  Sliiiro,  I  hope  they  11  have  a  merry  loime 

av  111”  ,  ,1  1 

“  Help!  Help!”  wailed  Pomp.  “  Why  don’  yo  ‘ 

Barney!  Pse  Pomp,  nn’  dere  am  a  big  bear  got  liold  ob  me.  > 

(lulck  or  he  eat  dis  cbilejup!”  .  ,  i  i 

Ilariiev  (lanced  &  cloE  on  ibe  uir  Bldps  deck. 

“Nryerdon-l!”  he  cried.  “  Shu  re,  Pm  onto 
toime,  ould  hoy.  Yez  niver  will  entice  Barney  O  shea  out  there  lo 

pull  him  to  pUces.  May  St.  Micliael  *'1'  ..  p,.ii 

“  Fo’  do  Ian's  sake,  Pish,  wliy  don'  yo’  cum!  _  cried  I  omp.  Call 
Marae  Frank— quick!  Dis  big  bear  eat  mo  up.”  n„f„or 

“  WImrroo!  May  yez  be  hanged  be  Ibe  boms  av  .v<*z.  fool  Barney 
O’Shea!”  retorted  ilie  Celt.  “  It’s  safe  I  am,  for  St.  -Miclniel  is  me 
palrun,  an’  be  kin  bould  yez  all  an’  all  yer  imps.’  . 

Pomp  wailed  and  shrieked.  Tlie  bear  hugged  liim  lighter,  and  oc¬ 
casionally  lliriist  Ids  wet  muzzle  into  the  uifriglileii  coon  s  face. 

Sucli  an  uproar,  liowever,  could  not  fail  lo  awake  Iraok  and  ns 
two  companions  in  the  cabin.  The  young  inventor  spr.ang  ont  of  ids 
bunk. 

Seefor  was  already  up.  .  ,  ,  ,  .  i„ 

“  What  on  eartli  is  all  the  racket?'  asked  the  astronomer,  in 

Vliat  is  what  puzzles  me,”  replied  Frank.  “I  tliiiik  I  shall  en¬ 
deavor  lo  llnd  oiiL” 

Willi  Ibis  be  threw  on  o  coal  and  ruslieil  out  on  deck.  _ 

Ho  saw  Burney  dancing  on  the  forward  deck  like  a  veriiable  iicr- 

“  What  is  all  Ibis  uproar?”  cried  Frank,  riisldng  up  to  tlie  spot. 
Tlie  Celt  turned  and  cried: 

“Sliiire,  BOr,  it’s  tlie  divil,  sor,  co  i  e  for  me  tins  noight  an  lies 
afther  lliryiu’  lo  entice  me  out  there,  which  Pm  not  such  a  icol  as  to 
•  do.  sor.” 

Frank  frowned  angrily.  ,  ,  , 

■  ■■'  . . •”  ‘ - -1."-- -i-  "What  non- 


riaui\  lit  1 

“  What  are  you  talking  about?”  he  osked,  sliarply, 
sense  is  this?” 


At  this  moment  Pomp  sent  up  another  wailing  cry  for  help. 

“  Why.  it  is  Pomp,  and  he  is  in  inmble?"  cried  Frank.  Then  turn¬ 
ing  lo  the  Celt: 

“  Why  don’t  you  go  to  his  aid?  Are  you  a  coward. 

“  Shure,  sor.'il’s  no  man  Pm  afraid  of!”  protested  Barney;  “but 
it’s  the  divil  bimself  out  there—” 

'■  Stop!”  *  .  .  . .  . 

"  Sliure,  I  saw  him  wid  me  own  eyes,  sor,  hoofs  an  horns  nn 

all."  , 

“  None  of  that!”  cried  Frank,  angrily.  “Give  me  a  weapon  and 
come  along.  Hold  on  Ponip!  We  are  coming.” 

“  Glory  sakes,  sab!  I’.-^e  done  glad  o')  dal!  _  Come  along  riiiick  nfo 
dis  b’ar  takes  a  notion  fo’  to  liite  mah  liaid  off.” 

By  this  time  Seefor  and  Vemiira  were  both  on  deck.  Frank  turned 
the  search-light’s  glare  full  upon  the  spot  where  Pomp  was  held  in  the 
bear's  embrace. 


Ittl  O  A5HI  Vi  MW'.* 

A  while  flgiire  was  seen  struggling  v/itb  the  bear.  This  was  enough 
for  Barney. 

He  fell  upon  his  knees,  wailing:  _  ^ 

Howley  mitlicr,  il  is  Hie  divil,  slmre,  Misllier  Frank,  an’  don  l  yez 
be  afther  gbin’  out  there  at  all,  sor.  or  yez  will  lie  sorry  for  iu” 

"  Fool!”  gritted  Flank,  rnsliing  toward  tlie  struggling  figures. 

The  bear  now  did  a  very  singular  thing.  Instead  of  using  ids  jaws 
lo  disable  Pomp,  be  hurled  tl.e  cocii  Irom  him  and  started  to  meet 
Frank. 


The  young  inventor  lialled,  and  niiaiiig  bis  rHle  fired  once,  twice, 
llirice,  ns  fast  us  tlie  reiieater  would  work.  Kvery  oullet  told. 


. ,  - . -  Jvery  oullet  told. 

The  huge  brute  went  down  in  a  heap. 

It  was  a  close  call  for  Pomp.  The  coon  caire  forward  slieepisbly 
llie  next  moment,  devoid  of  ids  slieet  and  witli  much  of  Hie  Hour 


CHAPTER  VI. 


nil-;  uuNTixo  trip. 


As  Pomp  retreated  once  more  lietore  Barney’s  invectives  t'liere  smi- 
denly  arose  Irom  behind  Hie  bust,  a  gigantic  Idack  form,  and  a  pair  of 
mighty  arms  encircled  1dm. 


rublioii  from  his  face. 

“  Well,  Pomp,”  said  Frank,  sternly,  “  wbal  are  yon  doing  out  here? 
Have  you  been  sleepwalking?” 


Tlie  coon  hung  his  bend  and  made  an  inaudible  reply.  B.arney,  by 
tills  lime,  had  emiiniced  Hie  sit  nation. 

He  grinned  largely  at  Pomp’s  pliglit,  bnl  lie  was  nimble  to  say  a 
word,  for  the  coon  had  really  deceived  1dm,  altliougli  lie  had  experi¬ 
enced  siicli  hard  luck  ami  exposure  ulliinalelv. 

Seefor  and  Ventura,  however,  laughed  heartily  over  the  allair,  am 
the  latter  said: 


Uglily  arms  encircieii  mm. 

He  felt  a  hairy  face  pressed  against  ids,  and  a  hot.  fetid  breath 
nearly  s  iflocated  Idm. 


leariy  s’lnncaiea  mm. 

“  Golly  fo’  glory!”  l.e  gasned.  “  I’se  a  gone  coon!  Massy  l.ordy! 
Help  dis  cliile!  Help!  Iielpl” 

His  agonized  cry  went  up  on  the  niglit  air.  He  knew  llial  lie  was 
in  deadly  peril. 


V  isitici  ?ai\i  • 

“  Y’on  Clin  see  wiiat  comes  of  a  practical  joke.  Very  bad  practice 
friends,  very  bad  practice.” 

Tliere  was  no  more  sleep  that  idglil  for  any  on  board. 

Bnl  morning  was  not  far  distant,  iiml  it  was  decided  lo  sit  up  ibi 
rest  of  itie  niglil.  anyway.  Frank’s  iiiieiition  bad  been  arrested  Ijy  i 
cnrlous  spectacle. 


curious  spectacle. 

Far  to  Hie  northward  in  Hie  blackness  ol  Hie  night  there  bari.ed  i 
strange  star  of  ligtil. 

••  The  camp  of  seme  wandering  Ininlers,”  decliirod  the  young  in 
venter  after  a  while.  "  Tliese  wilds  could  be  Hod  by  no  others.” 
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u riiXTrS  ••  ■ 

hereabouts  r  asked  Veil- 

“  Indians!"  replied  Frank. 

tiirio'wbit^^nen'i-'a^^VL^^^^^  '■««- 

“  If  depend  upon  circumstances, "  replied  Frank 

wl  itl  men  in”  '®-'’  "escend  upon  a’smull  party  of 

known,  I  believeU.Vt'dd"'do 
"  Of  what  tribe  might  they  lie?’’ 

“  Either  Assiniboino  or  Blackfeet  ” 

Si  “ 

t  his  was  by  no  means  (ileasant  to  Ventura  or  Seefor. 

After  some  while  they  grew  very  uneasv.  The  latter  said  • 

in  ll^L  lor“^tV."“"  ""S'"  """  “  fl"®  buck 

r’"',”  Seefor.  “  IMl  go  if  you  wish!" 

^^^^Gollyl  ejaculated  Pomp.  -Wha’,  won’t  you  take  ir.e  along, 

’■  If  Mr.  Reade  is  willing,  we  will  do  so!" 
luck  'villing,”  declared  Frank,  atid  I  wish  you  the  best  of 

Preparations  were  soon  made. 

Armed  and  equipped,  the  three  hunters  left  the  air  ship  and  struck 
liuntii-"  astronomers  were  no  novices  in  tlie  art  of 

.\nd  Pomp  was  a  Uea<l  shot  with  the  rifle. 

He  had  spent  several  seasons  with  Frank  Reade,  Jr.,  on  the  plains 
and  knew  Just  how  to  bag  deer  or  big  game.  ' 

Deep  into  the  forest  they  plunged. 

A  wilder  or  more  impenetrable  wood  they  had  never  seen.  There 
was  plenty  of  evidence  of  game. 

They  can#  to  a  purling  stream  with  mossy  banks.  Here  were  deen 
pools  in  wl^ch  myriads  of  trout  swam. 

Everywhere  Nature  was  lavish.  The  vegetation  was  of  the  densest 

It  was  not  long  before  the  hunters  had  a  chance  to  exert  their  skill. 
Pomp  started  a  deer  from  its  cover. 

Seefor,  witli  an  excellent  shot,  brought  the  lovely  creature  down. 

1  hen  the  tracks  of  a  bear  were  found. 

Thus  the  hunters  went  on  for  an  extended  period  of  time. 

The  sun  was  long  past  the  noon  hour  when  they  came  to  the  base 
if  a  high  eminence. 

Tiie  top  of  this  was  devoid  of  trees,  and  Seefor  suggesfed  that  they 
dirnb  it,  to  see  if  they  might  not  get  a  view  of  the  air-ship. 

So  they  proceeded  to  toil  up  the  ascent  slowly.  It  was  not  easy 
vork  to  push  their  way  through  the  tangled  undergrowth. 

But  Unally  the  lodge  was  reached.  They  stood  upon  the  highest 
mint  and  gazed  alioiiu 

Great  stretches  of  forest  were  all  abouU  But  faraway  to  the  south- 
-ard  they  could  see  the  eminence  upon  which  rested  the  air-sliip. 

“Great  Cicero!”  exclaimed  Seefor,  “I  had  no  Idea  that  we  had 
raveled  so  fur.  Wo  hud  belter  begin  to  think  about  making  a  re- 
urn." 

“  Vou  are  right,"  agreed  Ventura.  “  And  it  is  no  slight  distance, 
ither.  Hellol  what  is  lliat?" 

All  eyes  were  turned  in  the  direction  indicated  by  the  Portuguese 
Btriiiiomer. 

And  they  were  given  a  great  st.vrt  at  the  sight  which  met  their  gaze. 

■  A  tall  flag-pole  rose  almve  (he  trees,  not  over  liulf  a  mile  distant, 
/hero  there  seemed  to  lie  a  clearing. 

Upon  tills  pole  was  a  (lug,  which,  if  it  had  been  seen  upon  the  high 
eas,  would  have  heen  nnUerslood.  But  in  this  strange  pan  of  llie 
•orld  it  was  a  puzzle. 

The  flag  was  lihick  as  ink,  and  adorned  with  skull  and  cro.ss-hones. 
Tliere  it  flaunted  in  a  grim  and  hostile  fasliion.  The  hunters  gazed 
I  it  with  startling  eyeballs. 

“  (rreat  Arlsiolles,"  gii8|)ed  Ventura.  “  Wliat  ilo  yon  make  of  that, 
■iends?" 

“  (Jolly!  It  done  looks  lo  me  laike  a  pirate,"  ejaculated  Pomp. 

“  A  backwood.s  piraie!"  excluimeil  Seefor.  “  Wlio  over  heard  of 
dill  and  cross  bones  in  the  b  ickwoodsi" 

“  I  liave  an  Men,"  said  Ventura,  grimly,  "iliat  it  means  some- 
ilng  serious  for  us  If  we  do  not  gel  out  of  here  at  once." 

“  Be  more  explicit,  please!"  said  Seefor,  bluntly. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


TIIK  OI'Tl..SWS. 


“  I  wiLi,”  agreed  Ventura.  “  No  doubt  you  have  liearil  of  Hie 
wless  gangs  of  woodmen  which  frequent  I  he  woods  and  hills  of 
•llisli  Coloinhia.  S-Jme  are  counlerfellers  of  the  most  adroit  ly|io. 


U.eir^campa*'  we  have  located  one 

or  course  this  would  be  attended  with  no  end  of  risk 
Bul  after  discussing  Us  possibility  Pomp  declared-*  ’ 

The  two  astronomers  laughed. 

T  accommodating,"  declared  Ventura.  “  But  I 

dm  t  Ihmk  we  will  do  that.  I  think  it  will  he  just  as  safe  for  all  of 
us  to  go.  We  can  use  the  most  exlreme  of  care.'  If  ihe  worst  comes 
we  will  depend  upon  the  air  ship  to  come  \o  our  aid.’*  ’ 

yo-  genimens  say.’"  '^‘'a’etiher 

WinI®H  \a  "  Let  us  make  tiie  attempu” 

Willi  this,  they  slid  down  the  ledge  and  re-entered  the  forest. 

They  had  lixed  the  point  of  the  compass  on  the  Hag  pole,  so  that 
tliey  would  be  sure  not  lo  miss  it,  ®  * 

This  done,  they  crept  cautiously  through  the  undergrowth  toward 
llie  outlaw  camp.  ^ 

But. a  few  imndred  yards  further  on  they  came  to  a  palii,  and  near  it 
a  bubbling  spring  of  water.  Tiiey  were  not  far  from  Hie  c.imp. 

Very  wisely  they  avoided  the  palli  aud  kept  in  Hie  edge  of  Hie  under, 
growth.  It  was  well  that  they  took  this  precaution,  as  an  incident 
proved. 

The  distant  sound  of  a  man’s  voice  raised  in  rollicking  son"  was 
lieard.  Very  soon  he  came  into  view  in  the  path. 

He  carried  a  couple  of  water  pails.  He  was  a  type  of  man  much 
out  of  llie  ordinary. 

He  was  of  powerful  frame,  with  abnormal  breiidlli  of  shoulders. 
His  features  were  llallened  and  wolfish  in  their  cast.  Unkempt  hair 
aim  beard  made  his  looks  almost  beastly. 

He  was  dressed  in  buckskin,  with  a  cap  made  of  beuverskin  with 
several  hawk  feathers  stuck  in  it. 

In  his  bell  were  stuck  a  couple  of  revolvers  and  a  knife.  He  liad 
the  appearance  entirely  of  a  “  liud  citizen.” 

That  there  were  more  of  his  ilk  in  tiie  vicinity  our  adventurers  fell 
sure.  They  knew  that  it  would  he  a  serious  matter  to  rouse  this 
hornet’s  nest. 

.So  they  crouched  in  Iiiding  until  the  fellow  liad  passed. 

.-Vssui  ed  that  the  coast  was  once  more  clear,  they  now  went  on. 
But  with  greater  caution. 

Soon  the  trees  grew  thin,  and  then  Hie  distant  mormur  of  voices 
was  beard.  A  few  moments  later,  and  they  were  given  a  complete 
view  of  the  outlaws’  camp. 

It  was  a  strange  and  motley  scene.  * 

Several  cabins  of  bark  and  brush  wye  built  among  the  trees,  A. 
camp-flre  blazed  before  their  doors,  and  about  this  a  score  of  Hie 
lougliest  types  of  men  possible  lounged. 

They  were  wood-liawks  of  the  mo.sl  pronounced  type.  Cut-throats 
to  the  core  and  ready  for  any  deed  of  crime  on  the  calendar. 

Our  adventurers  crouched  in  the  underbrush  and  watched  the 
scene. 

Some  were  smoking,  others  were  singing  or  talking,  and  a  number 
were  throwing  bowie  knives  at  a  mark. 

Uglil”  whispered  V'eiilura.  “I  should  not  care  lo  fall  into  their 
clulchea." 

Right!”  agreed  Seefor.  “  Our  necks  would  stand  a  stretching. 
Those  fellows  will  kill  for  the  love  of  killing.’’ 

“Gully!"  whispered  I’oiiqi;  “  1  done  wish  .Marse  Frank  was  lieah 
now  wif  de  air  ship  We  jes'  wud  show  dem  a  ling  or  two." 

For  some  while  our  adv.-nliirers  wiilclied  ihe  outlaw  camp.  Then 
they  decided  lo  get  out  of  such  a  dangerous  neighborliood  as  quickly 
ns  possible. 

The  day  was  drawing  lo  a  close,  and  there  was  great  need  of  haste, 
if  they  would  get  back  to  the  air  ship  hefore  darkness  should  seiHe 
down. 

It  took  a  long  time  and  much  cautious  work  to  gei  hack  lo  the  base 
of  the  eminence  which  they  had  left  hut  a  short  while  hefore. 

But  tliay  succeeded  finally,  and  then  a  course  was  set  stralglil  for 
the  air  ship. 

’I'liey  foil  safe  enough  now,  for  In  the  likelihood  of  meeting  one  of 
the  outlaws  in  the  forest,  they  had  the  odds  In  their  favor,  and  no 
aliirni  could  bring  Hio  whole  gang  down  upon  them  at  once. 

Kupidly  Hiey  strode  lliroiigli  the  forest,  and  in  due  lime  reached  the 
spot  where  they  had  killed  their  llrsl  d-'er. 

But  lllHe  of  the  venison  coiihl  lie  taken,  os  It  was  necessary  lo  make 
all  liusle  hack  to  the  air  ship.  They  pushed  on,  and  had  the  saiisfoc- 
Hon  of  knowing  that  harelji  a  mile  wa.s  before  Hieiii  when  darkness 
began  to  shut  down. 

liill  at  this  jiinclure  .-keefor  siidilonly  hailed, 

“  IjHleiit"  he  declared.  “  I  believe  I  hear  H  e  sound  of  llre-armsl" 

“  Fire-arms!"  exclaimed  Ventura.  “  Whot  cull  il  meuDr 
Tliey  exchangeil  glances. 

“  Only  one  thing!" 
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THE  SINKING  SlAll. 


••  A  liiilllo!" 

Tli«'uioUK!it  limt  lli«'  air  liail  bei'ii  discovered  and  nUacked  by 
t'je  outl.iwg  was  in  llie  minds  of  botli.  Il  >!'*''*'  Ihein  ii  c'"ll. 

Tliev  knew  timlll  was  nol  yel  nnlUciently  repaired  lo  enable  a  niglil 
to  be  inude.  Hnl  sllll  il  would  be  a  dllliciill  iimlter  f"'’ 
caplnre  il,  despite  llie  fad  llial  only  iwo  men  were  In 

In  any  event  il  beliooved  llic  liuiilihg  party  10  hasten  lo  llie  scene 

1  ti8  quickIv  ufi  pi>88ibli*.  This  lln*y  tli‘K  »  in  *  r 

I  On  iliey  plunged  llirough  UlO  underarowth.  A  regular  fusillade  of 
rille  sliois  was  lieard. 

Il  was  evident  lliut  a  lively  llglil  was  in  pmaress. 

Nearer  drew  the  sounds,  and  llien  llie  tlasli  of  llie  powder  could  be 
seen  in  the  gloom.  This  guideil  the  three  hunters,  and  they  mane  a 
detour  so  as  lo  aiiproacb  Hie  air  ship  from  llie  oilier  side. 

Once  Pomp  came  near  stumbling  upon  one  of  the  foe,  tiul  by  ine 
best  of  chance,  the  outlaw  mistook  bun  for  one  of  ins  own  gang  and 
paid  no  heed  to  him.  .  • 

The  adventurers  reached  the  other  side  of  the  air  ship  jnsl  in  time. 
It  was  evident  that  the  ontlaws  were  being  reinforced,  und  that  lliey 

were  deploiing  to  completely  8urro.tnd  the  air  ship. 

The  search-light  swept  llie  ledges  from  lime  to  time  to  guard  against 
a  surprise.  .\nd  this  very  fact  made  Hie  |  osition  of  our  hunters  a 
dangerous  one.  ,  ,  .  ,  , 

For  in  approaching  the  air  sliip  tliey  might  be  mistaken  for  foes 
by  Frank  and  Barney. 

On  the  other  hand,  they  would  surely  be  seen  by  the  outlaws,  which 
would  he  about  as  bad. 

In  face  of  these  perils,  it  behooTed  them  to  work  with  caution. 

Bill  Pomp  now  showed  his  stralegy. 

"  1  lole  yo'  wlia’!''  he  cried,  eagerly;  “  yo’  gemmens  stay  right 
yere,  an’  dis  chile  wo’k  Ids  way  up  like  a  snake  on  his  hell.,’  to  do  air 
ship.  l).it  Pishman,  he  know  mail  call,  an’  he  am  bound  to  let  mo 
abo’d.  Dere  1  kin  ’epiain  to  dem,  an’  de  rest  will  lie  easy.” 

“Can  you  do  this  with  any  assurance  of  success,  Pomp?”  asked 
Seefor,  aiixioiisiy. 

“  Suah,  sail!  Yo’ jes’  see!” 

“  All  right,  then.  We  wllfwait  here  uniil  you  come  back.” 

Pomp  at  once  started  for  the  air  sliip.  Up  the  face  of  the  ledge  in 
the  narrow  crevices  lie  worked  his  way. 

It  was  a  daring  leal. 

If  seen,  he  knew  iie  would  be  sliot  by  either  Iriend  or  foe.  But 
lie  thought  not  of  the  peril.  lie  knew  that  something  had  got  to 
be  done. 

And  success  crowned  Ids  eiTortS. 

When  right  under  Hie  air  ship’s  rail  he  gave  the  call  wlilcli  Barney 
knew.  The  Celt  heard  il. 

“Be  jabers,  Misilier  Frank!”  cried  Bnrney,  e.xciledly.  “  Shure, 
there’s  the  naygur  callin’  to  me  from  ouiside.” 

"  Tlien  they  have  returned,”  cried  Frank,  joyfully.  “  Answer 
him.  Barney.  It  will  be  a  ticklish  task  lo  gel  them  all  safely  aboard 
again.” 

“  Shure  It  will,  sor.  But  if  yez  say  the  word  it  shall  he  done!" 

“  It  must  be  dciie,"  declared  Frank.  “  Answer  him.” 

Barney  did  this. 

The  code  of  signals  passed  between  the  two  friends.  Then  Pomp 
crawled  over  the  rail  in  the  shadows  and  was  quickly  on  board. 

He  explained  matters  very  quickly. 

The  result  was  that  the  search-light  was  not  turned  to  that  side  of 
the  air  ship,  and  in  the  shadows  the  two  astronomers  crept  up  and 
came  aboard. 

It  was  a  time  for  miiliial  congralulaliocs  and  much  joy.  To  a  cer¬ 
tain  extent  the  foe  had  been  outwitted. 

But  yet  there  was  danger.  The  utmost  of  care  must  be  used. 

The  outlaws  were  daring,  desperalo  men.  They  were  also  cut¬ 
throats,  and  once  alioard,  miglil  murder  the  air  ship’s  crew  to  a  man. 
"  It  is  our  business  to  keep  them  off,”  declared  Frank,  grimly. 

“  .\n’  that  we’ll  do.  sor!”  said  Barney. 

But  at  this  moment  Hie  ou’laws  suddenly  ceased  firing.  There  came 
a  lab  III  the  haitle. 

What’s  up?”  asked  Ventura.  "  Have  they  got  sick  of  the 
attempt?” 

Don’t  you  believe  it,”  said  Frank.  "Ah,  I  see  what  the  trou¬ 
ble  is!” 

At  this  moment  out  into  the  glare  of  the  searcli-liglil  stepped  a  man 
bearing  a  wliite  flag. 

“  A  fiag  of  truce,”  cried  Ventura. 

“  A  parley!”  said  Frank,  coolly.  “  Well,  we’ll  see  what  they  have 
to  say!” 

With  this  the  young  Inventor  stepped  out  upon  the  air  ship’s  deck 
lo  meet  the  truce  bearer. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


ONCE  MORE  IN  SPACE. 


The  truce  bearer  approached  until  wiihiu  easy  speaking  dis¬ 
tance. 

Then  he  liaiied  the  air  ship. 


“  IlHllo.  Blrniigers!”  lie  shouted.  "  I  want  lo  talk  with 
“  Proceed,”  said  Frank,  coolly.  “  Wlinl  have  yon  to  say?  ^ 
“Wall  I'm  one  of  the  IlroHierliood  of  Hio  Black  Hag,  an  all 
this  ’ere  region  is  oiir  stainping  ground.  Who  the  devil  are  yew, 
an’  wiml  do  yew  want  liynr?  Tliul’s  wliiil  we  want  lo  know. 

"Very  “  0.1!”  replied  Frank.  “  I  can  tell  yon  nl  once.  We  nre 
aerial  iiavTgalors,  and  an  accident  lo  our  air  sliip  liroiiglil  us  down 
here.  As  soon  ns  we  liave  repaired  our  air  ship  we  shnll  lly  away 
and  not  irouhle  you  more.” 

“  Ha!  tlial’s  the  way  of  it,  eti?”  replied  Hie  outlaw.  "  Wall,  we’d 
like  to  take  a  look  at  your  air  8lii|>.  Mebbe  you’ll  receive  a  visit 
from  five  or  six  of  ns.” 

“  I  don’t  believe  1  will." 

“  E^i?" 

“  llie  honor  is  respeclfiilly  declined.”  , , 

“  Sho,  now!  Hiul’s  the  way  yon  want  to  make  friends,  eli?  Tliey 
ain’t  very  liospilable  people  wliar  yew  cum  from.’’  ^ 

•'  Il  depends  upon  vtliom  we  care  lo  entertain.” 

"  See  liere,  now,”  cried  the  rnfllan,  angrily.  “  Yew  don’t  know  who 
you’re  lulkia’  to,  do  yew?” 

“  I  think  I  do.” 

“  Wall,  then,  yew  should  talk  more  civil  or  yew  may  linve  lo  pay 
for  il.  We  are  Hie  liigh  cards  in  tliis  little  principality,  and  yew  can 
bet  we  are!" 

"  1  don’t  care  who  you  are  or  wlial  you  nre,”  retorted  Frank.  “  You 
fired  upon  us  and  received  us  in  a  liosiile  manner.  I  don’t  propose 
lo  trust  you  in  any  way,  and  we  don’t  want  anvlliing  to  do  willi  you. 
The  best  thing  you  can  do  is  lo  go  about  your  liusiiiess  and  let  us 
strictly  alone.” 

“  Tlien  you  ain’t  goin’  lo  allow  us  to  make  a  friendly  visit?” 

“  No,  sir.” 

"  That  settles  it.  Wu’ll  make  you  all  eat  linmble  pie  afore  we’re 
Ibroiigh,  an'  you  km  bet  we  will.” 

With  lliis  the  outlaw  turned  and  vanislied  in  the  woods!  A  mo¬ 
ment  later  Hie  bullets  were  again  rattling  like  hail  against  Hie  steel 
shell  of  Hie  nir-shlp. 

But  no  harm  was  done. 

Our  voyagers  returned  Hie  fire  simply  to  keep  the  foe  at  bay.  And 
ll'.us  a  couple  of  hours  wore  away. 

At  the  expiration  of  this  lime  Hie  outlaws  ceased  firing.  There 
came  a  lull,  and  for  a  lime  it  seemed  as  if  they  liad  witlidrawn. 

Seefor  vouchsafed  an  opinion  lo  this  effect,  hat  Frank  rejected  it. 

“  Don’t  you  believe  it,”  he  declared.  “  it  means  miscldef  of  some 
kind.  The  best  tiling  we  can  do  is  lo  keep  on  our  guard.” 

And  Hie  yonng-  inventor  was  right.  Suddenly,  from  the  forest, 
tiiere  arose  a  dnll  roar. 

A  score  of  human  voices  were  swelling  in  one  hoarse  yell.  Then 
out  of  the  shadows  tliey  came  like  panthers  to  the  attack. 

It  was  a  headlong  charge,  and  was  made  witli  all  Hie  deeperation 
of  a  hardened  gang  of  ruffians  careless  of  Hieir  lives. 

On  tliey  came  like  furies.  But  their  red  flannel  shirts  made  excel¬ 
lent  targets  for  the  defenders  of  the  air  sliip. 

The  repeating  ritles  were  worked  with  deadly  effect.  The  red  line 
grew  thin  and  wavered. 

Half  way  over  the  ledges  it  liroke  and  fell  back.  It  was  a  signal 
repulse,  and  a  victory  for  Hie  defenders  of  Hie  Salnrn. 

Tills  settled  t!ie  conflict. 

The  outlaws  came  nol  again  lo  the  attack.  Fully  one-third  of 
their  number  lay  dead  on  Hie  ledge. 

It  was  mil  long  before  day.  Light  appeared  in  the  east.  Then 
several  of  Hie  gang  came  under  cover  of  a  flag  of  truce  and  carried 
away  their  dead. 

One  of  the  outlaws  who  seemed  lo  be  the  leader,  ventured  to  open 
a  parley  again  wiili  Frank. 

“  You  ore  loo  strong  lor  us,”  he  declared.  “We  sliaii’t  trouble 
you  any  more.” 

“  Y'on  would  liave  done  well  to  have  let  us  alone  In  the  first  place," 
replied  Hie  young  inventor. 

“  You’ve  wliipped  us  fair  and  square.  I  reckon  ye’re  fair-iniii'Ied 
men. 

“  We  always  do  what  we  agree,”  replied  Frank. 

“  So  I  jedged.  Then  I  want  to  nsk  a  favor  of  ye.  Bein’s  we’ve 
stood  the  lickin’,  ye  ougliter  he  generous  enougli  to  grant  it." 

“  Wlial  is  it?”  asked  Hie  yonng  inventor,  cautiously. 

“  Mebbe  you  take  ns  fer  counterfeiters,  or  road  agents,  an’  Hiink 
we’re  jest  up  tiere  liidin’  from  the  law.” 

“  I  take  yon  for  a  bad  lot.” 

“  That’s  all  right.” 

“  .Am  I  far  wrong?” 

“  Wall,  wo  ain’t  so  terrilile  bad,  I  kin  tell  ye.  When  we  make  an 
agreement  we’ll  stick  by  il— leastwise,  I  will,  an’  my  word’s  law  with 
this  gang.” 

“  What  are  you  driving  at?”  asked  Frank,  Impatiently. 

"Jest  tills!  You’ve  licked  us  fair  an’ square;  we’ll  own  it.  Now 
that  ongliter  be  eiiuff  williout  peachin’  on  us.  You  understand*” 
Frank  saw  Hie  point. 

"  I  understand,”  he  said. 

"  Wall,  is  it  a  squar  deal?’’ 

1  would  advise  you  to  quit  these  regions  and  turn  over  a  new 
leaf.  K  IS  impossible  to  tell  just  what  I  may  do  about  it.” 

“Tlien  yew  won’t  agree?" 

"  No,  Kiri” 

“  Hum!  Is  money  any  object?  We  ain’t  got  much,  bnt  then _ ” 
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THE  SINKING  STAR. 


No,  sir.  repliHil  Irank,  blun’ly.  “  Money  la  no  objeci  whatever. 

My  advice  to  you  is  to  go  back  to  civilization - ” 

“  Tliey’d  liaog  me." 

Well,  I  am  sorry  for  you,  but  these  are  the  best  terms  I  can 
offer! 

A  volley  of  oaths  rolled  from  the  outlaw’s  lips.  lie  retreated  very 
angrily  to  tlie  forest. 

All  that  day  Frank  and  Barney  worked  on  the  machinery. 

Pomp  and  the  two  astronomers  were  contented  to  stay  aboard  the 
air  ship.  Tliey  did  not  veninre  upon  another  hunting  trip. 

Near  nightfall  Frank  came  up  from  below  wearily,  and  said: 

"  We  are  all  right  once  more.  There  are  some  bad  dents  in  the 
bow  of  the  sliip,  but  they  can  do  no  great  harm.  We  can  go  back  to 
space!’’ 

“  We  shall  have  just  lime  to  gel  there  before  the  planets  meet,”  de¬ 
clared  Ventura.  *•  May  we  be  spared  anollier  flight  of  meteors." 

1  certainly  trust  that  we  may  have  bolter  luck,"  said  Frank. 

“  And  it  may  be  that  we  shall.” 

”  1  believe  it,”  said  Seefor  contldenlly.  “  We  have  met  with  many 
reverses,  and  it  is  now  time  to  earn  some  success!’’ 

Burney  wer.i  out  with  Pomp  and  got  in  the  anchor.  •  All  was  now 
in  readiness  fur  the  ascent. 

It  was  decided  not  necessary  to  ascend  to  so  great  a  height.  Tlie 
altraclouiotor,  moreover,  was  so  damaged  that  itcouid  hardly  be  em¬ 
ployed  again. 

Up  slioi  the  air  ship  in  the  twilight.  The  sun  had  been  below  the 
horizon,  but  now  in  the  upper  air  it  again  fell  aslant  the  air  ship’s  deck. 

The  earth  was  dark  long  before  night  came  to  the  altitudes  in  which 
they  now  were.  Up  and  up  sped  the  Saturn. 

Once  more  frost  formed  on  tiie  windows  and  the  steel  work. 

The  air  became  so  thin  that  the  voyagers  were  compelled  to  retire 
to  the  cabin  and  employ  the  generator. 

Again  the  planets  became  to  them  the  size  of  moons,  and  Virno 
and  Jugo  were  seen  to  be  perilous  near  each  other. 

Up  went  the  air-ship  until  it  could  go  no  further  without  the  aid  of 
the  attraclomotor. 

Tlien  It  was  allowed  to  drift  in  space  while  the  astronomers  placed 
their  big  telescope  in  position  and  prepared  for  the  observaiion. 

It  was  an  exciting  time  for  them. 

They  were  constantly  at  the  telescope.  The  two  planets  seemed  to 
be  drawing  rapidly  nearer. 

At  any  moment  the  collision  might  occur. 

Thus  all  were  on  the  qui  vive  wnen  an  astounding  thing  happened. 
The  two  astronomers  were  at  the  telescope,  and  even  Frank  and 
Barney  and  Fomp  were  watching  the  planets  wlien  a  human  voice 
plainly  smote  against  the  frosted  glass  of  the  observation  window. 

The  tone  and  every  word  was  distinct. 

“  Oh,  God  help  ns!  We  are  lost!  We  shall  not  make  the  observa¬ 
tion,  for  death  awaits  usl” 

Astounded,  all  of  the  voyagers  looked  at  each  other.  ' 

*'  Did  you  speak’’’  asked  Seefor  of  his  colleague. 

••  No;  it  was  you." 

“  Not  I.’’ 

“  Perhaps  it  was  Mr.  Reade?” 

"No,  sir!”  replied  Frank,  emphatically;  and  Barney  and  Pomp 
pleaded  not  guilty. 

What  did  it  mean’ 

Were  they  In  spirit  laiuiT  Was  It  a  voice  from  some  Intangible 
wanderer  in  space?  .  .  ,  . 

For  a  moment  all  were  astonished.  Then  Frank  divined  the  truth. 
"  1  liave  it!”  ho  crieil.  “  We  are  not  the  only  voyagers  in  space.” 
Amazed,  liie  two  astronomers  exclaimed: 

“  But  that  voice  sounded  right  against  the  glass.” 

“  Tliat  is  easily  expiaineil.  Sound  travels  miles  through  space 
with  the  greatest  of  ease.  You  will  And  that  there  are  others  besides 
ns  trying  to  make  an  observation  of  the  plienomena  of  Virno.” 

It  was  to  the  astronomers  a  startling  reuiizaiion.  They  could  hard¬ 
ly  believe  it.  But  Seefor  said: 

"  Whore  are  they,  then?” 

“They  may  lie  miles  from  here!”  declared  Frank.  ^ 

“  By  wliat  means  have  they  reached  this  altitude?’’ 

“  A  specially  constructed  balloon  iniglit  come  up  this  far.  I  can 
lliink  of  no  other  air  ship  in  existence.” 

"  A  balloon!’’  ejaculated  Soefor. 

At  this  moment  a  great  cry  came  from  Barney,  who  hud  been  at  the 
pilot-house  window. 

"  Share,  Misther  Frank,”  he  cried.  “  Wud  yez  come  here  at  wansl, 
Bor!'* 

Frank  sprang  to  his  side,  and  saw  at  once  what  had  excited  the 
Celt’s  atlenlioa. 

Below  ihe  air  ship,  fully  a  mile,  he  saw  a  balloon.  It  was  rocking 
and  swaying  violenily,  and  seemed  in  dire  ilislress. 

Frank  look  one  look  at  it,  and  saw  that  if  iiclion  was  made  at 
all,  it  must  be  instant. 

.So  he  cried : 

"Quick,  Barney!  I.«t  the  Saturn  go  down  as  fast  us  you  can. 
We  ^lull  ilo  well  to  save  those  ueronauis." 


CHAPTER  IX. 


TUB  BALLOONISTS. 


The  light  of  the  moon  and  the  stars  was  all  that  there  was  to  de¬ 
pend  upon. 

Yet  the  balloon,  even  at  the  distance  of  a  mile,  could  be  plainly 
seen,  a  peculiar  condition  of  aflairs  in  space. 

Frank  saw  in  an  inslant  ihul  the  aeronauts  were  in  deadly  peril. 
There  was  no  doubt  but  that  they  would  full  to  the  earth  it  something 
was  not  done  at  once  to  aid  them. 

He  would  have  been  less  than  human  to  refuse  them  aid. 

Down  shot  tlie  air-ship. 

Every  instant  it  gained  on  the  slowly  ^sinking  balloon,  from  which 
the  gas  seemed  to  be  leaking. 

It  does  not  take  long  for  a  heavy  body  like  the  air-ship  to  fall  a  mile. 

It  quickly  overtook  the  balloon. 

In  the  car  were  two  men  dressed  in  furs.  They  were  not  quite  high 
enough  to  be  aflected  by  the  rarifled  air,  so  far  as  breathing  went. 

But  one  of  them,  for  all  that,  seemed  In  dire  trouble.  He  hung 
limply  over  the  edge  of  the  car,  and  his  companion  was  ministering  to 
iiiin. 

Frank  now  was  able  to  open  the  pilot-house  window  as  the  altitude 
admitted  of  it.  He  did  so,  and  at  once  shouted: 

“  Hello,  the  balloon!" 

Astonished  beyond  measure  the  two  aeronauts  glanced  upward. 
A  great  cry  escaped  llieir  lips. 

“  An  air-ship!”  cried  one. 

"  We  are  saved!’’ 

"  May  Heaven  be  praised !” 

"  Are  you  in  trouble?”  asked  Frank. 

“  That  we  are.  Our  lialloon  is  collapsing,  and  my  friend  here  is 
suffering  from  dreadful  hemorrhages.” 

“Keep  up  good  heart.”  cried  Frank.  “We  will  save  you!” 

“  Who  are  you?” 

"I  am  Frank  Rsade,  Jr.” 

"All,  I  have  heard  of  yon  and  your  air-stiip.  Have  you  not  two 
astronomers  aboard  named  Seefor  and  Ventura?” 

"  We  have!”  replied  Frank. 

"  Bless  my  soul!”  exc!aimed  Ventura.  “  That  is  Watts,  of  the 
National  Academy  of  Science.  Anu  that  looks  like  Professor  .Morse 
with  him." 

"  They  had  courage  to  venture  up  here  in  a  balloon!”  cried  Seefor. 

“  You  forget!  Did  we  not  do  the  same  thing?” 

“  Y'ou  are  right.” 

"  Whoever  they  are,”  saii^  Frank,  “  they  will-  prohably  enjoy  tiie 
same  privilege  of  looking  at  the  extinction  of  Virno  as  wo  will,  for  I 
intend  to  take  them  aboard,  and  there  is  not  time  to  take  them  to  the 
earlli.” 

“  That  is  all  right!”  cried  Ventura.  “  We  will  not  begrudge  them 
the  honor.” 

No,  indeed!”  said  Seefor.  “  Have  them  come  aboard.” 

By  this  lime  the  air  ship  was  even  with  the  car  of  the  balloon.  The 
latter  had  now  begun  to  fall  rapidly. 

It  did  not  lake  long  to  throw  out  a  rope,  which  was  seized  by  Watts. 
He  fastened  it  about  .Morse,  who  was  ill. 

“  Draw  him  aboard  lirsl!”  he  cried.  “  It  will  lighten  the  bal¬ 
loon.” 

'I’liiB  was  true  enough. 

.As  .Morse  swung  clear  of  the  basket  the  balloon  lightened  greatly. 
The  sick  scientist  was  soon  aboard. 

A  rope  was  llirown  Watts  next. 

The  rescue  was  none  loo  soon. 

Suddenly  there  was  a  sharp  report  and  tlie  great  gas  globe  burst. 
Down  it  went  like  a  roCKet. 

Hail  the  neninnuis  been  aboard  then  lliey  would  certainly  have 
gone  to  a  fearful  fate. 

But  they  were  safe  aboard  the  air  ship.  The  crew  of  the  Saturn 
was  augmented  by  two.  , 

.Morse  was  taken  into  the  caliin  and  quickly  revived  in  tlie  oxygen¬ 
ated  air.  He  was  soon  himself  again. 

The  scientists  quickly  atllliated,  and  Watts  and  Morse  told  their 
glory. 

They  had  also  discovered  the  sinking  star  and  the  reckoning  they 
made  was  tlie  same  as  tlial  made  by  .Seefor. 

They  were  equally  as  desirous  ol  viewing  tiie  extinction  of  >  irno 
and  had  considered  its  possibility,  beaming  that  Vei.inru  and 
.Seefor  had  departed  with  a  lialloon  lliey  also  decided  to  adopt  the  same 

***Th'ey  had  secured  a  i.alloon,  lint  were  unable  t»  procur*  an  aero- 
iiauu  In  lieu  of  this  they  decided  to  go  without  one. 

The  result  the  reader  now  knows.  Morse  hud  sullered  with  pain¬ 
ful  lung  hemorrhages,  owing  to  the  rarllled  condition  of  the  almos- 


.So  when  the  Saturn  again  sprung  Into  space,  the  scientists  were 
lur  in  number.  Quite  sulllclent  for  the  needs. 

Again  tlie  doors  and  windows  closed,  and  the  aerial  voyagers 
onllned  themselves  to  tie-  caliin.  , 

Up  they  went  unlll  once  more  the  rotoscopes  were  m. aide  to  take 

''TheiM’roVessor  .Seefor  made  another  otiservaiion,  und  gave  forth 
ho  tlirllling  sliileinenf. 


TIIK  bINKIJNO  SSTAK. 


I  I 


“  Til"  plmHil  Virno  is  iipproucliiii^  tlia  ortiil  of  Jupi  at.  a  frightful 
r»l".  Tim  oolliHioii  should  occur  wilhiu  an  hour.” 

It  was  an  oxciliiuf  nionioiil. 

All  kept  their  glasses  glued  upon  the  disluiil  pluiiots.  fhoy  could 
he  Bwii  now  alinoat  merged  Into  one. 

Suddenly,  each  seemed  niagiiiOed  into  a  tremendous  outburst  of 
Hume  with  fearful  scintillations. 

Kor  a  large  circle  about  tlieiu  the  air  seomed  full  of  flying  nero- 
liies.  There  was  a  dislaut  faint  rumbling  and  a  distinct  perceptible 
shock. 


thought  of  it  until  an  hour  later,  when  Frank  chanced  to  enter  the 
cahiii  forward. 

lie  approached  the  table  to  jiick  up  a  chart  hook. 

But  us  he  was  about  to  put  Ins  hand  on  It  he  saw  a  letter  lying  on 
the  table.  At  once  he  picked  it  up  and  glanced  at  the  address. 

Thus  il  rend: 

“  To  toy  (rieuds  on  board  tlie  air  ship  Saturn.  A  message  of  fare¬ 
well." 


Too  air  ship  quivered  for  a  few  moments,  but  this  was  all. 

The  distant  display  lasted  for  a  full  two  mimites.  Tnen  it  ceased, 
though  in  varioos  parts  of  the  blue  canopy  coutiguoiis  there  were 
shooring  stars  and  uerolites  by  the  score. 

Virno  and  Jugo,  as  planets,  had  ceaseu  to  exist. 

Tlie  voyagers  on  the  air  ship  liad  belield  one  of  the  most  won¬ 
derful  spectacles  ever  viewed  by  man. 

But  it  was  over,  and,  so  fur  as  tlie  eartli  was  concerned,  no  barm 
had  been  done. 

But  not  one  in  the  party  hut  drew  a  deep  breath,  and  much  tlie 
same  thoughls  were  in  the  mind  of  eacli.  , 

Wliat  had  really  ceased  to  exist  willi  the  destruction  of  these  two 
planetsT 

Did  it  mean  the  ending  of  two  mighty  human  worlds  like  the 
earth,  and  had  billions  of  lives  hoeii  lainiclied  into  eternity,  as 
would  he  tlie  case  sliorld  Iho  earth  leave  its  ii.xisf 

Tins  was  a  problem  which  was  never  to  ho  solved. 

.All  that  could  be  deducted  from  it  was  conjecture  at  the  best.  Not 
for  all  time  would  It  ever  bo  known. 

But  one  thing  was  certain. 

Two  mighty  planets  ol  the  solar  system  had  in  that  momeot  been 
willed  out  of  e.<isteuce,  or  blown  to  atoms  as  it  were. 

These  atoms  were  trarelliig  in  nil  directions  tlirough  space,  and 
would  continue  to  travel  fur  all  time,  unless  tliey  should  come  within 
the  attracting  power  of  some  planet  like  the  earili  ami  fall  upon  it. 

Tlie  chance  for  this  was  good,  and  there  was  no  doubt  hut  tliat 
soma  small  particles  of  Viruu  or  Jugo  might  ill  lime  fall  upon  the 
earth. 

Could  they  have  beer,  ideniilled,  our  friends  would  have  regarded 
them  as  most  desirable  souvenirs. 

But  this  was  hardly  to  be  expected.  One  aerolite  is  hard  to  be 
identiBed  from  another  as  to  its  origin. 

But  who  could  say  what  human-  holies  and  projects — what  tender 
lives  and  loving  or  sorrowing  hearts  had  been  cbliteruled  in  that 
awful  iiislaiil?  Only  the  all  seeiiig  God  knew  of  tills. 

‘  May  Heaven  help  Ihe  poor  souls  on  those  planets,"  declared 
Seefiir. 

If  such  found  existence,"  said  Ventura. 

Who  shall  say  they  did  not?" 

“On  Hie  other  hand  wlio  shall  say  they  did?’’  asked  Professor  Watts. 
“  Thai  is  a  matter  beyond  human  ken.  We  must  satisfy  ourselves 
with  the  knowledge  that  two  worlds  have  just  come  to  an  end!" 

“And  we  have  been- fortunate  enough  to  see  them!" 

“  Just  sol" 

Several  fine  photos  of  the  aflair  lind  been  secured.  Then  Seefor 
drew  his  pencil  through  the  orbits  of  Virno  and  Jugo  upon  his  as- 
Ironnmieul  chart. 

They  Imd  censed  to  exist. 

The  great  object  Of  the  aerial  journey  had  been  attained.  All  were 
much  satisfied. 


Ami  now  naturally  enough  all  began  to  think  of  home.  Tliere 
see  iieil  no  other  plienomena  of  interest  at  hand. 

The  sinking  star  bad  vanished  heyomi  the  horizon  of  eternity.  It 
would  attract  the  attention  of  the  usironomer.s  no  more. 

"  Well,  genliemeii!"  cried  Frank  Reade,  Jr.  “  .Are  vou  ready  to  "O 
home?"  ■  “ 

“  We  are!"  chorused  the  astronomers. 

Tlieii  Watts  exclaimed : 

“  But  where  is  Morse?  WIml  has  become  of  liim?" 

-All  looked  around  instinctively.  The  eccentric  scientist  h.ad  van¬ 
ished  some  little  lime  previous.  It  was  asserted  that  he  liad  been 
seen  to  enter  the  caliin. 


Morse  had  iic.ed  very  qneeriy  of  late.  Tlie  experience  which  1 
had  ill  Ihe  halloon  had  had  a  singular  efToct  utioii  Idm. 

The  lung  liemorrliages  had  weakened  him.  But  lliere  seemed  ii 
reason  why  they  should  affect  his  mind. 

.And  yet  he  had  heliaved  very  erratically.  Things  wliicli  wei 
reg.uded  us  serious  by  the  others  would  excite  the  moat  extreme  . 
levity. 

"  .Ail,  he's  all  riglii,”  A'..iiiiira  would  say.  “Some  men  are  alwat 
Inny  iii  high  altitudes.  You'll  lind  him  all  right  when  we  return  'o  li 
earlli.' 

"  I  hope  so!”  declared  Walts.  “  I  have  not  been  a  little  worrie 
about  him.  Morse  is  a  good  fellow,  and  I  shonld  miicli  dislike  to  se 
anytliing  liu|ipeii  to  him." 

;;  ""e'l  fear  that,"  Frank  Reade,  Jr.,  asserie. 

He  Will  lie  ail  riglit  when  lie  gets  back  lo  earth/’ 

iwim,  'i'*  I'l ‘'‘J "I’  extinction  of  Virm 

?are"i|>  lilted  grave  and  uj 

Bill  just  ns  soon  as  the  affair  was  over  lie  had  vanished. 

For  Hie  inomeni  this  was  noticed. 

In  Hie  consequent  exci:ei„en-.  it  was  forgotten,  and  nobody  ngai 
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For  a  moment  Frank  stared  at  Hie  inscription  with  sheer  amazo- 
meiit  and  nut  a  little  llirill  of  liurror  and  aiilicipaliun. 

He  knew  almost  before  be  opened  tlie  epistle  wlial  it  contained. 

But  be  opened  itund  read  il.  Then  lie  sent  up  n  loud  cry: 

“  All  bands  in  tlie  main  cabin  to  bear  bad  news!'' 

Tliose  in  Hie  after  cabin  at  once  came  lusliing  forward.  It  was  a 
moment  of  suspense. 

The  young  inventor  stood  wlnie  fuced  and  trembling  liy  the  table. 
He  lield  tlie  letter  in  bis  liuiid. 

“  Friends, "  he  said  with  forced  calmness,  “  I  have  bad  news!” 

A  moaning  cry  burst  from  Hie  lips  of  Professor  Walls,  and  h«r 
started  forward. 

"IjOi  us  bear  il!”  he  cried.  “  Do  not  defer  il.” 

“  1  will  do  so,”  replied  F'ruuk.  “  Give  me  your  allenlioii." 

Tlien  he  read  as  follows: 


“  Dt;AR  Fkiknds  and  Fei-low  Voyaiikrh: — I  am  sorrow  tii.ai  I 
am  compelled  to  leave  you  so  soon.  But  Jove  iias  sent  me  iiu  in¬ 
vitation  liy  Zepliyr,  one  of  his  wuiriors,  to  pay  l;im  u  visit,  and 
Hieii  return  to  Hie  earth  by  anoHier  route. 

“  Have  no  tears  as  to  iny  safety.  1  have  been  assured  by  Jove 
llial  il  1  step  boldly  out  into  space  his  invisible  Z-phyr  will  be 
there  to  transport  me  iiislanler  lo  his  kingdom ;  so  you  will  lind  me 
there,  if  you  care  lo  come,  else  I  will  see  you  on  the  earth  later. 

“  M'hat  a  marvelous  coiiirihiiiion  lo  science  we  have  furnished. 
Only  think  of  our  miglity  discoveries!  And  now  I  am  lo  visit  the 
domains  of  the  immortal  Jove  and  Pinto,  and  all  the  others. 
When  I  get  hack  lo  the  earth  I  shall  write  a  great  book. 

“  So,  dear  friends,  1  slia!!  bid  vou  good-by  and  God  speed.  Mav 
you  return  safely  lo  your  homes.  With  all  my  regards,  1  sign  myself, 
“  Ja.mes  .Morse,  A.  15.  .A.  M.,  F.  .A.  S, 


• 

For  some  moments  after  Hie  reading  of  this  astounding  but  ex¬ 
planatory  epistle  there  was  a  dull  silence. 

Fiiialiy  Seefor  drew  a  deep  hrealli  and  said: 

“  Poor  Morse!  That  is  a  sad  oiid.  If  we  had  onlv  susiiecied!” 

“  1  knew  he  was  aberrated,"  declared  Veiilurn'.  “  But  1  did  not 
think  il  bad  enough  for  that.” 

“  Nor  I,"  groaned  Walls, 

However,  iiotliiiig  could  be  do:ie.  Tlie  professor  was  beyond  ani. 

It  was  liardly  likely  Hint  he  would  fall  so  many  miles  lo  the  ear'.h 
and  he  found  anyiliiiig  Iml  a  mass  of  pulp. 

“  God  risl  his  sowl,”  said  Barney,  reverently. 

“  Dal  am  right,  chile,”  declared  Pomp,  suiliy.  “  Ho  was  a  berry 
nice  gemman.”  ^ 

"  We  will  see  if  liis  body  can  be  found,"  declared  Frank.  “  SniiU 
down  the  air  ship,  Burney.  We  liave  seen  all  we  care  lo,  up  here." 

Down  sank  the  air  ship  lo  the  earlli.  It  was  not  long  before,  passir."' 
Ihrongli  the  clouds,  the  lopograpliy  of  Hie  earth  was  seen. 

Il  awakened  a  thrill  in  Hie  breasts  of  all.  Tliey  had  no  desire  lo  re¬ 
main  longer  afloat  in  tlie  sky. 

Il  seemed  os  if  tlie  most  desirable  thing  in  the  world  was  to  set  foot 
on  mother  earlli  again.  The  air  ship  cduhi  not  descend  fuel  enough 
Bill  soon  it  was  within  a  mile  of  a  great  broad  plain.  Frank  sur¬ 
veyed  il  carefjlly,  and  said: 

“  We  are  still  over  .America.  Tlinl  is  a  Western  prairie." 

“  Do  you  believe  li?”  asked  Seefor. 

“  Believe  it?  I  know  il!”  decl.ired  Frank.  “There  is  no  mistaking 
.And  poor  .Morse  fell  down  there  lo  an  iuslaul  death.” 

“  That  is  jnsl  wliat  he  did!" 

Down  sank  the  airship.  Tlie  prairie  now  was  quite  plainly  seen 

There  was  a  cliump  of  limber  just  lo  the  eastward,  and  a  creek  ran 
along  Its  verge.  a  laii 

Nothing  like  a  human  habitation  was  to  lie  seen. 

It  seemed  as  if  tills  was  iiideeii  a  howling  wilderness.  Thai  ii  was 
probably  deep  down  in  Arizona  or  New  Mexico,  Frank  fell  sure 
He  knew  what  Hie  perils  of  Hie  region  ini"hi  he 

. . .  ■>“'  “■  “ 

He  allowed  the  air  sliip  to  descend  to  within  a  few  hundrad  f.»t  .  r 

the  ground  Then  he  threw  a  rope  ladder  over  the  niH 

Any  who  cure  to  go  down  may  do  so!"  said  Frank. 


12 


THB  SINKING  STAR. 


U  atla  stepped  forward.  Seelur  and  Veuinra  joiued  liim.  Baraev 
looked  inquirmgly  at  Frank. 

Tlie  youag  inventor  rodded. 

“  you  may  go,"  lie  said.  “  If  you  find  the  body  give  it  good 
Ciiristian  burial." 

'■  Tnat  we  willl”  declared  Walls. 

few  maineulB  later  they  were  descending  the  ladder.  Soon  they 
■.Tere  upon  the  prairie  door. 

Watts  had  fancied  that  he  saw  an  indlTitinguisliable  black  mass  ly¬ 
ing  in  a  hollow  in  the  prairie  a  few  hundred  yards  away. 

Tiiey  approached  this  now  with  dread  misgivings.  * 

One  sickening  glance  wa.s  enough.  There  was  the  body  of  the  sui- 
•ciou  crushed  beyond  ideiilificalion. 

It  was  tenderly  deposited  in  a  grave  dug  on  the  spot.  \  rude 
•hoiidsione  was  placed  over  the  last  resting  place  of  the  famous  Pro- 
feesor  .Morse. 

Then  they  st.arted  to  return  to  the  air  ship.  But  before  half  the 
disiance  was  covered  a  wild  whoop  was  liennl,  and  from  the  distant 
clump  of  trees  a  half  hundred  mounted  Indians  appeared. 

They  were  between  the  scientists  and  the  air  ship.  They  came  on, 
riding  like  lleiids. 

••  lieaven  help  usl”  gasped  Seefor.  “  They  will  ride  us  down!" 

But  Barney,  who  had  flgnred  In  loo  many  lights  to  be  phased  by 
this  situation,  raised  his  riile,  crying: 

“Shure,  gentlemen,  give  it  to  ihim.  Foire  fer  the  center  and 
Uiey’li  niver  reach  ns,  be  sure!” 

Already  Frank  and  Pomp  had  opened  dre  from  the  air  ship.  Then 
all  the  rides  were  cracking. 

It  was,  indeed,  a  hot  time. 

The  Indians  dropped  in  numbers  from  their  ponies’  backs.  But 
sAill  they  kept  on. 

The  next  moment  Barney  and  the  three  professors  were  ridden 
«lown.  The  Cell  found  himself  in  the  clutches  of  several  powerful 
savages. 

Before  he  knew  it  he  was  a  helpless  prisoner. 

.\s  well  try  to  pit  himself  agair.st  a  Hercules.  He  was  whipped 
over  a  pony’s  back  and  carried  oil' bodily. 

The  three  professors  were  not  made  prisoners.  But  'Ventura  was 
senseless  and  Seefor  was  wounded,  while  Walls  had  just  recovered 
from  a  stupor  of  a  blow  on  the  head. 

It  was  evident  that  the  savages  had  left  them  for  dead,  and  it  was 
Sncky  indeed  that  they  did  not  pause  to  sculp  them,  else  they  would 
liave.  discovered  their  mistake. 

Seefor  was  the  lirsl  on  his  feel.  But  the  Indians  were  gone. 

fTfiey  disappeared  over  the  long  rolls  of  the  prairie,  riding  like  mad. 
A  Diife  distant  was  a  high  wooded  butte  to  wl'ich  they  made  their 


Hiay. 

Frank  and  Pomp  liad  given  the  party  np  for  dead,  after  seeing 
them  ridden  down  iiy  the  savages.  What  wa.s  their  surprise  to  see 
.Seefor  and  Watts  rise  from  tlie  prairie  grass.  They  lifted  Ventura  up, 
(Hit  ii«  wus  yet  unconscious. 

-  Joy!”  cried  Frank,  wildly.  "  They  are  not  killed.  Ah,  well. 
Pomp,  this  is  a  lucky  moment  for  us.” 

*■  Whar  am  de  I’ishmaii,  sah?"  asked  Pomp,  dubiously. 

Neither  hail  seen  the  abduction  of  Burney,  the  Celt  had  been  en- 
trap])ed  so  quickly  and  adroitly. 

'■  Heaven  help  him!"  exclaimed  Frank,  with  pallid  face.  “  I  can¬ 
not  lialieve  that  he  is  dead,  though,  for  he  always  escapes.” 

"  Ma.nsy  Lordy,  be  ain’  iiowhar  to  be  seenl" 

The  air  ship  boro  down  to  llio  spot  and  rested  on  the  prairie. 
Ventura  was  carried  over  the  rail. 

Frank  saw  that  Ids  injury  was  not  serious,  then  he  as.ted: 


“  But  wliere  is  Barney?” 

The  savages  !>y  lids  lime  had  vanished  in  the  direction  of  tlie 
butte.  Nothing  was  seen  of  Barney.  ,  .  ri 

But  one  conclusion  could  be  formed,  and  Hds  was  that  the  belt 
bad  been  carried  oil  by  the  savages.  This  was  enough  for  I'rank. 

He  quickly  got  things  in  readiness,  and  the  air  ship  started  In  i)ur- 
Buit.  It  bore  down  raiddly  toward  the  butte. 

But  the  suv.'iges  had  vanished.  Not  o:ie  of  Ihom  was  in  sight. 
Whether  they  hud  gone  beyond  the  butte  or  not,  it  was  not  easy  to 
Bay.  It  was  certain  H  al  they  had  disappeared. 

The  air  ship  hovered  over  the  hulte.  ...  ,1, 

It  was  a  curious  high  pillar  of  rock  and  earth,  willl  a  dense  growth 
of  scraggy  trees  upon  its  sides  and  Us  summit.  ,  1 

But,  as  the  Saturn  encircled  it,  a  nark  cavity  was  seen  in  Its  siue. 
It  was  largo  enough  to  odinlt  a  hoi-se  and  rider. 

A  cave!’’  ejaculated  Frank.  “  That  Is  just  wliat  it  Is.  They  have 
eiilei-ed  It  with  Baiiioy.” 

“  1)0  you  believe  Itl"  asked  tlie  I’orlugui'HO  aslrouoinor. 

*-  I  can  expliuii  their  disappearance  in  no  other  way. 

*'  What  can  be  done  about  it?’’ 

I'riiiik  looked  grim  and  determined. 

Bareev  must  lie  rescued,"  he  said,  “  at  any  cost. 

The  air  ship  ascended  to  the  lop  of  the  butte.  Here  was  sulllcionl 
surface  for  it  lo  descend  and  rest  safely  enough.  ,  „ii 

From  this  vantage  point  a  view  of  the  plains  cmld  be  hud  in  all 
directions.  The  Indians  could  not  well  escape  from  their  hiding-place 

"  But 'how 'to  ferret  Ihem  out  and  re-icuo  the  Cell  was  tlie  question.  It 

^  nownv“';  "KranTseM'o  work  upon  .1  with  energy,  lie  armed  hlm- 
«elf  and  went  out  on  Ihe  summit  of  the  l.ulle. 

lie  inspected  its  sides,  aud  saw  that  the  Imlto  was  a  sort  of  hollow 


cone  of  sandstone.  Ages  before,  probalily  during  the  gUcial  period 
water  had  surged  about  it  and  fashioned  out  the  interior.  ’ 

But,  so  far  as  he  could  see,  the  cavity  by  which  the  savages  had 
entered  wus  the  only  entrance.  To  attempt  to  enter  Ity  this  woulu  bo 
the  most  certain  means  o(  losing  life. 
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For  there  was  not  the  slightest  doubt  but  that  the  savages  were 
stationed  inside  the  butte  and  that  they  would  fire  upon  the  invaders. 

In  this  quandary  there  could  be  no  delinite  line  of  action  formed. 

The  day  waned  said  Ilually  darkness  settled  down.  The  search-light 
played  upon  the  cavern  eutrunce,  however,  and  a  close  watch  was 
kept,  • 

It  was  near  midnight  when  u  number  of  dark  forms  appeared  out¬ 
side  the  cavern  entrance. 

This  proved  that  the  butte  was  the  hiding-place  of  the  savages. 
Frank  lired  a  shot  at  them  and  they  retreated  into  the  cavern. 

“  We  will  keep  them  there  for  a  while,"  he  mattered. 

“  What  good  will  it  do?”  asked  Seefor,  It  will  not  help  Barney!" 

“They  may  decide  10  give  him  up  rather  than  slay  there  and 
starve.  At  any  rate  we  have  no  other  way  of  gelling  at  them.” 

That  is  right!"  cried  Ventura.  "  When  they  know  they  are  be¬ 
sieged  they  niiiy  weaken  1" 

“  I  hope  so!”  said  Watts. 

.\11  that  night  the  savages  were  kept  penned  In  the  butte  cavity.  If 
one  showed  his  head  a  shut  compelled  him  to  draw  it  back. 

When  daylight  came  again  the  situation  was  unchanged.  But  now 
a  new  Incident  occuiTed. 

Pomp,  wlio  was  at  tlie  rail,  gave  a  sharp  exclamation: 

"  Suah,  Marso  Frank,”  he  cried,  “  would  yo’ jes’  take  a  look  ober 
yeiider.  It  looks  drefl'ul  like  smoke." 

Frank  gave  a  violent  start. 

Rising  up  from  a  point  of  the  butte  there  was  certainly  visible  a 
thin  wreath  of  smoke. 

“  Great  Seen!”  he  ejaculated.  “  Is  this  a  volcano?” 

Instantly  he  sprang  over  the  rail  aud  approached  the  smoke.  Tlie 
astronomers  followed  him. 

It  came  up  through  a  thin  crevice  in  the  sandstone.  Deep  down  in 
the  heart  of  the  butte  somewbere  there  was  lire. 

This  was  certain. 

Walts  exclaimed: 

“  By  the  shades  of  Nero!  The  Indians  have  built  a  camp-fire 
down  there,  and  tills  smoke  comes  from  it.” 

“  You  are  right,”  agreed  Ventura. 

Frank  was  at  once  interested. 

To  him  it  proved  a  siartling  and  important  fact.  There  was  an¬ 
other  method  of  commniucation  with  the  interior  of  the  butte  than 
by  the  cavern. 

.\t  once  lie  knell  down  ami  examined  the  crevice. 

lie  saw  that  it  was  a  crack  in  the  sandstone  ledge,  and  that  below 
there  was  a  cavity.  Whether  this  was  the  interior  of  the  Imlie  or 
not  he  could  only  guess.  , 

But  he  believed  that  it  was,  ami  he  conceived  a  startling  plan  of 


''“p'omp,”he  said,  tersely,  “bring  me  a  hammer  and  chisel  from 
he  air  ship.  Be  quick!” 

“  .Vright,  sail!”  ,  ,  ,  >  ,  t 

The  coon  returned  in  a  very  few  moments  with  the  arllcles  In 
piestion.  It  did  not  lake  long  for  Frank  lo  cut  away  the  edges  of 

ji0 

The  sandstone  was  of  that  soft  variety,  which  is  easily  cut  with  a 

aw  or  a  knife.  ,  .  i  i 

IL  was  not  long,  therefore,  before  ihe  young  invenior  Iiati  inaUe 
piUe  a  cavity  In  the  ledge.  Ills  coinpaiiioiis  now  proceeded  to  give 

'"or'eaVd^unks  of  the  samistone  were  dislodged  and  remove-i.  and 
ileudily  the  aperture  increased  until  it  was  large  enougli  to  admit  the 

^°Tiien  I'lie'shell  hurst  lliroiigh,  and  a  wlntling  orifice  was  seen  which 
renileil  (iiiwiiwaib. 

This  looked  as  if  it  had  at  some  ancient  period  I.eeii  n  water  course, 
of  which  Ihoi'B  was  little  doiibl. 

The  smoke  came  winding  up  tills  with  increasing  volume.  It  serAeil 
ns  a  sort  of  cldmney  or  outlet  from  the  cavern  below. 

The  MCionlista  were  much  excited. 

To  them  it  was  a  means  of  entering  tl.e  cavern,  and  posstlil)  of 
ollecting  the  rescue  of  Barney.  Frank  sliured  lliis  aseuiiii.tion. 

The  orifice  easily  admllletl  a  man’s  body,  and  Walts  whispereel: 

“  Who  will  venliire  lo  go  down  tliere?" 

"  I  will,  sail!”  cried  Pomp,  eagerly. 

"  No;  1  think  I  had  bellergo,"  inierpoaed  hraiik. 

Tlie  conn  Inoked  disappointed,  and  Seefor  said: 

Reallv,  Mr.  Keude,  1  iliink  it  woul.l  be  well  for  Pomp 
first  ami  see  what  It  looks  like;  ’.hen  we  can  decide  us  lo  what  shall 

^"“Twlsh  yo’  Marso  Frank,”  pleaded  Pomp. 
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renmmbor  llial  lime  la 


••  Well!"  a;;reitl  ibo  young  mvoiilor, 
vuluulile.  l’oiii|>." 

••  A’rlclil.  fail!"  ,  ,  , 

The  cJoii  fli  1  down  into  the  orlHce.  He  diaappeared  from  view. 

Af  it  was  of  a  elanling  and  circuiloua  coorae,  1  omp  had  only  to 
hracit  hiimiolf  a  lillle  to  go  down  ail  rlgliL. 

lie  kept  oil  downward  for  a  dislunce  of  alioiil  ten  f«t*L 
Tlien  iliH  orilice  ceaaed,  and  ho  foiiiul  hiinaelf  upcn  a  shelf  of 
rock  in  a  dark  chamhir.  h'ar  below  was  a  void,  and  down  there  in 
the  darkness  he  saw  a  lire.  ,  ' 

.\bout  it  were  galiiered  a  number  of  forms.  He  leaned  over  the 
shell  and  looked  down  with  a  curious  f.iscinalion. 

Ho  saw  the  lulled  savages  reclining  in  various  altiliides  ol  ease, 
and  llieir  (lOiiies  were  lelliered  to  lia*  walls,  Ifutwiial  at  once  claimed 
Pomp’s  alleulion  was  a  welcome  siglii. 

Bound  to  a  pillar  of  ihe  saudsloue  was  llio  while  prisoner.  Ho 
recogiriz-d  Burney  with  ease. 

Golly!”  muttered  Hie  coon.  “  I  jes’  wish  .\b  could  get  down  dere. 

1  would  set  him  free  miglily  quick.” 

But  It  was  full  fcrly  leei  down  to  the  floor  of  tlie  cavern,  and 
tliere  was  no  visible  oescent. 

So  the  coon  hud  to  coulent  himself  willi  watching  his  friend  SO  far 
below.  Suddenly  a  leinptalion  seized  him. 

If  lie  could  only  allract  Barney’s  aitention  ho  fell  sure  that  it  would 
give  the  Celt  fresh  courage.  Cerlultily  it  would  bo  reassuring  for 
him  to  know  that  Ids  friends  were  so  near  him. 

He  knew  that  it  would  lie  at  the  risk  of  also  warning  the  savages. 
But  he  watched  his  opportunity  and  then  dropped  a  pebble  into 
the  depths. 

It  struck  full  upon  Barney’s  shoulder.  Inslinctivelv  tlie  Cell  gazed 
upward. 

And  in  that  instant  in  the  reflection  of  tlieflreligiit  far  above,  he  saw 
Pomp’s  black  face. 

.An  exclaniatlon  w.as  upon  the  Celt’s  lips.  But  he  restrained  it  just 
in  lime,  lie  experienced  a  thrill  of  joy,  however. 

Ha  would  have  liked  to  answer  Pomp.  But  he  was  astute  enougli. 
not  to  do  this. 

Tlien  the  coon  disappeared. 

In  a  few  moments,  breathless  and  excited,  he  was  again  in  the  open 
air.  His  report  was  listened  to  with  interest. 

“This  is  a  great  stroke  in  our  favor,”  declared  Frank.  “  1  believe 
that  we  sliall  rescue  Barney  nil  right.” 

•  Good!"  cried  Seefor.  “  I  trust  that  such  will  be  the  case.  What 
do  you  (iropose  to  do.  Mr.  Reade?” 

Wait  for  night  again,”  said  Frank.  “Then  when  the  red  men  are 
asleep  one  of  ns  may  descend  on  a  rope  and  release  Barney.” 

This  looked  feasible  and  yet  it  was  not  vithont  its  risk. 

But  it  was  the  move  decided  upon,  so  it  was  awaited  with  interest. 
The  ilay  passed  slowly. 

.A  number  of  times  the  savages  attempted  to  leave  the  cavern,  but 
each  lime  they  failed.  So  the  attempt  was  abandoned. 

Darkness  Anally  settled  down. 

Fr.ank  kept  the  search  light  fixed  on  the  cavern  entrance  steadily. 
The  hoars  passed  antil  midnight  came. 

Then  Pomp  crawled  down  throngb  the  orifice  with  a  long  coil  of 
ro|>e.  Frank  soon  followed  him. 

Crouching  on  the  shelf  of  sandstone  they  could  look  down  with  ease 
into  the  depllis  of  the  cavern. 

The  savages  were  crouched  about  the  fire  apparently  sound  asleep. 
None  of  them  seemed  to  be  awake,  ibougli  sentries,  no  doubt,  were  at 
the  entrance. 

But  the  coast  eeemeil  clear  so  far  as  the  rescuers  were  concerned. 

It  did  not  take  Frank  long  to  decide  what  to  do.  Barney  was  awake 
and  signaled  his  friends  above. 

Slowly  the  rope  was  lowered  into  the  pit.  Down  it  went  until  it  lay 
at  Barney’s  feet. 

If  the  Celt  had  only  had  tbe  use  of  his  limbs,  '.he  rest  would  have 
been  easy.  But  as  it  was,  it  was  necessary  to  give  him  lilierty. 

Pomp  swung  over  the  verge  of  the  shelf.  The  ndxt  moment  ho  si- 
lenily  slid  down  Hie  rope. 

He  reached  the  floor  below  like  a  silent  shadow.  A  touch  of  the 
k»eii  edge  of  a  knife  severed  tbe  thongs  which  bound  Barney. 

Then  the  Celt  was  free. 

It  did  not  take  him  loag  to  take  advantage  of  that  fact.  He  went 
up  the  rope  like  a  monkey. 

He  reached  the  verge  of  the  shelf,  and  was  assisted  over  it  by  Frank. 
Then  Pomp  followed  him. 

.A  moment  later  be  was  also  on  Hie  shelf.  None  of  the  Iiidiacs  bad 
twen  aroused. 

Tbe  rescue  was  a  complete  success. 

It  did  not  require  many  moments  for  them  to  gain  the  open  air. 
Tne  three  astronomers  liad  lieen  wailing  for  them  with  interest. 

They  wore  delighted  to  find  that  Pomp  was  successful  in  elTeciing 
Ihe  rescue  of  Barney.  All  were  quickly  alioard  Hie  air  ship. 

“  What  a  surprise  it  will  be  to  those  Indians,”  cried  Walls,  “  when 
they  wake  up  and  find  their  prisoner  irone.” 

How  will  they  explain  ilT”  asked  Ventura,  curiously. 

“  Tmit  is  not  easy  to  guess." replied  Frank.  ••  Ai  any  rale,  they 
mast  swallow  it;  liut  we  must  look  out  that  it  does  not  occur  again.” 

"  That  l->  just  the  idea.”  agreed  Ventura.  “  Hut  I  can  hardly  see 
how  we  could  have  foreseen  the  conliiigeiicy  wldch  is  llius  s  )  haiuiilv 
terminated."  .  ° 


it  was  decided  to  leave  Hie  s|itl  at  once.  Tne  air  sliip  was  qnuw 
ready  to  sail. 

So  Barney  went  into  llin  pilol-liouse  and  slarlod  Hie  roluHCo|ie». 

Swiftly  and  sileiilly  Hie  Suliirii  rose  Into  the  air  and  sped  uway  ei*- 1- 
wiird.  The  Indians  were  not  seen  iiguiii. 

But  the  end  of  Hie  llirilliiig  experiences  of  our  navigators  was  n  t 
yet. 

Before  daybreak  came,  a  dull,  sougliliig  wind  caiiio  iiioaniiig  out  of 
Hie  soiiHieasl.  Frank  noted  lliis  not  wliliout  a  little  concern. 

"On  my  word,”  lie  iiiultered.  ■’  I  believe  wo  are  g<  ii;g  to  have  u 
bail  storm.” 

••  Bejiibersl”  cried  Barney,  “it  acts  tome  like  one  i.v  Hkis-  VS  in¬ 
tern  liurrocanes.  sor.” 

It  does  to  me!”  agreed  Frank.  “  Wo  wiil  do  well  to  make  pri  fs- 
uraliiiiis  for  it.” 

“  Pliwut  sliali  we  do,  sor?’’ 

“  if  Hie  storm  bids  fair  to  break  right  away,  send  Hie  air  Hliip  iitiOTW 
it  if  you  can.’’ 

“  .All  roiglit,  sor!" 

Daybreak  was  at  hand.  All  along  llio  horizon  a  light  line  wuw 
seen,  / 

But  in  Hie  southeast  a  dark  funnel  like  cloud  was  rising  above  lb« 
zenith.  Frank  gave  a  look  at  It  and  said  wlHi  alarm: 

"  There  is  danger  in  that  cloud.  Wn  miist  prepare  for  a  tornado.” 

“  What  can  we  dof”  asked  Seefor  anxiously.  The  oHiers  slioweii 
trepidation, 

Frank  looked  across  the  coiinHy.  He  saw  bigli  ranges  of  iiioun- 
laiiiB  to  the  east.  If  he  could  gain  their  cover  he  believed  it  would  bn 
tbe  safest  plan. 


“  Ton  could  not,"  admitted  Frank, 
of  circumsiaiices.” 


“  It  was  Hie  unfortunate  force 


CHAPTER  XII. 


WHICH  18  THE  END. 


There  is  no  place  a  tornado  can  be  met  with  such  danger  as  oc 
an  open  plain. 

Among  the  niounlaiiiB  its  fury  is  broken  and  its  sweep  retardeil. 
There  was  no  certainly  of  rising  above  it  by  flying  upwards. 

Frank  knew  this,  and  decided  at  once  to  strike  fur  the  mounlaiuo. 
It  would  be  a  qnestion  of  outstripping  Hie  storm. 

If  tbe  air  ship  could  be  lowered  among  Hie  peaks  it  would  ride  Hus- 
tornado  onl  safely  under  llieir  cover. 

So  he  stepped  into  tbe  pilot  bouse  and  put  on  all  speed.  The  S.iU 
urn  was  driven  as  never  before. 

And  she  literally  flew  through  the  morning  air  on  her  way  to  the 
hills.  On  and  on  she  fled. 

A  parly  of  campers  were  seen  on  the  banks  of  a  little  creek.  They 
were  folding  ibeir  tents  and  preparing  fur  tbe  tornado  as  the  Saiurr. 
fled  post. 

It  must  have  been  a  surprise  to  them  to  see  the  air  ship  speech 
lug  past  at  such  a  rate.  But  there  was  no  time  for  enrioeity. 

Tbe  dull  sullen  boom  of  the  tornado  was  heard  breaking  over 
the  prairies  far  to  the  eonlliward.  Every  instant  that  awful  angry 
black  cloud  was  shutting  down. 

It  would  certainly  envelope  the  country  ere  long.  Already  great 
pattering  drops  of  rain  announced  its  close  proximity. 

And  yet  the  mountains  seemed  far  away.  Frank  turned  the- 
motor  on  to  its  fullest  capacity. 

A  mighty  clap  of  Hiuiider  shook  tbe  air.  Tlieo  a  wliifl'  of  wind' 
ruftled  Hie  grasses  of  the  plain. 

“  We  are  lost!”  groaned  Frank.  “  We  shall  not  make  it.” 

In  that  moment  be  expected  Hie  tornado  to  break.  Already  lile 
hand  was  upon  Hie  lever  in  the  dernier  ressort  oI  seiidlng  me  air 
ship  up  inio  higher  iillilndes. 

But  the  storm  yet  delayed.  The  next  moment  tbe  air  ship  crossed 
a  range  of  footliills,  and  shot  into  a  deeii  canyon.  Then  a  mighty 
mountain  peak  was  between  it  and  tbe  storm. 

Down  it  settled  into  a  deep  pocket  in  the  bills.  Tbe  storm  never 
reached  this  spot  save  in  Hie  downpour  cf  rain. 

Tlie  mountain  pines  above  tossed  and  surged,  but  the  wind  never 
peneiraied  the  pocket.  Tlie  air  ship  was  safe. 

It  had  been  a  close  call,  and  all  fell  much  elated  with  Hie  resuli. 

For  several  lioura  the  downpour  of  rain  was  terrific.  Then  ’.lie 
storm  gradnally  passed  over. 

Once  more  liie  sun  shone  forlli.  .All  on  board  the  air  ship  were 
glad  to  see  it. 

Willi  the  exciting  experiences  of  the  past  few  days  Frank  aii'.i 
Barney  and  Pomp  were  much  exhausted. 

This  was  a  beautiful  spot  in  Hie  monatains  and  there  seemed  iioi  * 
I  an  enemy  in  proxiiiiily.  Frank  embraced  the  opporiiiiiily  to  rest, 
i  “  We  will  put  in  a  few  hours  of  sleep  here,”  be  declare.l.  “  Thun 
we  will  start  on  our  homeward  way.  1  Ihiuk  we  can  8..felv  sav  that 
oiir  expedition  has  linen  a  complete  success!” 

“  liiiieed  it  lias,"  agreed  the  aatrononiers,  uiianimunslv  and  we 
owe  it  all  to  you,  Mr.  Ueade.”  ® 

1  am  very  glad  to  have  been  of  service  to  vou,”  re|)|ie,t  Frank 
iTrMU’’’’  "  embrace  the  opportunity 
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Wiitts  nml  Seefor  with  Frank  retired  to  the  cabin.  But  Barney  and 
Pomp  and  Ventura  were  not  weary  enough  for  this. 

Tney  preferred  to  remain  on  deck. 

In  fact  the  scientist  decided  to  accept  tlie  opportunity  to  go  speci¬ 
men  hunting.  Tliere  was  a  ricli  Ueld  for  it  in  the  canyons. 

Barney  expressed  a  desire  to  accompany  the  scientist,  so  Pomp  was 
iefl  oil  guard,  and  armed,  the  two  explorers  set  out. 

The  professor  carried  a  geologist’s  hammer  and  some  acids  for 
testing  minerals.  Tims  equipped,  he  was  ready  to  locate  any  possible 
vein  of  gold  or  other  precious  metal. 

Sinking  into  one  of  the  canyons,  they  wandered  on  for  some  while, 
Tne  scientist  picked  up  some  very  beaniifni  specimecs  of  crystal  and 
garnet  and  tinally  found  a  gold  floater.  . 

“  This  iHilicates,”  lie  said,  “  that  there  is  somewhere  about  here  a 
rich  deposit  of  this  precious  metal.  If  we  are  sharp  wo  may  Oiid  it." 

“  Be  me  sowl,  I  hope  we  will,”  cried  Barney.  “  Shore  it’s  a  sur- 
proise  we’ll  give  Ihim  all  whin  we  go  back." 

With  this  they  set  ardently  to  work.  The  scientist  very  speedily 
traced  the  vein. 

There  is  no  pursuit  more  fascinating  tlian  gold  hunting.  Our  ad¬ 
venturers  soon  became  enwrapped  in  it. 

In  fact,  so  engroosed  were  they  that  they  forgot  all  else. 

Up  the  canyon  they  went  and  did  not  notice  a  rude  cabin  far  up  in 
a  cleft  of  the  rocks  until  they  were  almost  upon  it. 

The  professor  was  the  first  to  see  it  and  he  gave  an  exclamation  of 
surprise. 

“  Jupiter!”  he  exclaimed.  “  This  cabin  belongs  to  another  party.” 
“  Phwat’s  thot,  sor?"  exclaimed  Barney  in  surprise.  “  Phwat  do 
yez  snyf" 

The  professor  pointed  to  the  cabin.  The  Celt  stared  in  surprise. 
“Shure,  sor,  is  there  any  man  living  there?”  he  asked. 

‘‘  We’ll  llnd  out!"  declared  the  scientist.  Then  he  shouted: 

“  Hello,  the  cabin,” 

No  answer  came  back. 

Beside  the  structure  was  a  rude  sluice-box  and  the  remains  of  a 
gold  washing  machine.  But  no  living  person  was  to  be  seen. 

Professor  Ventura’s  curiosity  was  now  aroused,  and  he  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  satisfy  it. 

He  advanced  to  the  cabin  door,  and  tapped  upon  it. 

No  answer  came. 

It  seemed  to  be  deserted. 

The  scieniist  tried  to  look  in  at  one  of  the  windows.  Then  he 
went  bock  and  pushed  on  the  door. 

It  yielded  and  swung  back  on  rusty  hinges.  He  stepped  into 
ihe  cabin  and  beheld  a  gruesome  sight. 

\  rude  table  was  overturned  upon  the  earth  floor.  A  rude  bench 
was  near  the  improvised  tire-place. 

number  of  moth  eaten  bear-skins  were  hanging  upon  the  walls. 
Picks  and  shovels  and  cooking  utensils  were  scattered  about. 

But  all  these  things  were  no  more  than  one  might  expect  to  find  in 
such  a  place. 

Upon  the  earth  floor,  however,  lay  that  which  gave  the  discoverers 
a  cliill. 

Three  human  skeletons,  the  remains  of  men,  with  vestiges  of  their 
miners’  clothes  yet  remaining. 

Beside  them  were  rusteil  revolvers.  They  clutched  these  in  their 
skeldlon  lingers,  and  this  told  tlie  story  of  their  fate. 

They  had  ilieii  defending  their  gold.  No  doubt  some  band  of  out¬ 
laws  had  swooped  down  upon  them,  and  this  was  the  result. 

It  was  a  sad  spectacle. 

The  two  explorers  gazed  upon  it  with  strange  sensations.  It  is 
needless  to  say  that  their  sympathies  were  with  the  victims  of  the  out¬ 
rage. 

“  It  is  a  dreadful  thing!"  declared  Professor  Ventura.  "  The  deed 
was  that  of  fiends!  I  hope  their  murderers  were  overtaken  by  venge¬ 
ance.” 

“  Begorra,  they  ought  to  have  been  hung  up,  ivery  wan  av  thlml” 
declared  Barney. 

That  is  true.  Honest  miners,  they  were  doubtless  hoping  to  re¬ 
turn  to  dear  ones  with  a  fortune,  and  this  Is  the  result" 

A  brief  examination  of  the  hut  was  made.  But  everything  of 
Value  had  been  taken  away. 

Nothing  could  lie  done  save  to  leave  the  dead  in  the  hut  where 
they  were.  It  was  a  titling  tomb. 

'There  was  no  record  to  show  who  they  were  or  wliere  they  came 
from.  So  the  two  explorers  wont  out  and  closed  the  door. 


They  did  not  feel  easy  until  ihey  were  once  more  in  the  depths  of 
the  canyon.  Then  Barney  said:  ' 

“  "Ither  thinkin’  we  moighl  as  well  go  bock  to  the 

air  ship.  They  may  be  expicting  us,  sor!"  ® 

All  right.  Burney,”  agreed  the  scientist.  “I  am  quite  ready!” 

bo  ihey  retraced  their  steps  to  the  Saturn  at  once. 

When  they  arrived  there  ihey  found  ihe  others  aroused  and  ready 
to  resume  the  journey.  They  were  much  refreshed  and  listened  wiih 
interest  to  the  story  told  by  Ventura  and  Barney. 

“  There  are  many  such  cases,”  said  Frank.  ••  It  is  sad  indeed, 
but  the  wretches  who  perpetrate  such  crimes  will  never  hang  until 
some  other  mode  of  trapping  them  is  devised.  These  lulls  uflord  too 
many  hiding-places.” 

“  That  they  do,”  agreed  Watts.  ••  All  this  country  should  be  policed 
by  United  Slates  marshais.” 

The  air  ship  was  soon  afloat  again.  An  eastward  course  was  set, 
and  leaving  tlie  mountains,  in  a  few  hours  a  froiilier  town  was  seen. 

Then  other  dwellings  came  rapidly  into  view.  They  were  approach¬ 
ing  civilization  at  a  rapid  rate. 

Soon  a  government  military  post  was  seen,  and  before  nightfall  they 
crossed  a  broad  river  and  came  upon  a  great  farming  country. 

All  that  night  the  nir  slup  sailed  eastward.  The  next  morning 
boundless  plains  were  seen. 

And  at  noon  the  waters  of  a  great  river  burst  into  view.  Upon  its 
banks  was  a  city. 

“  That  is  the  Missouri,”  declared  Frank,  "  and  that  city  is  Omaha. 
Across  the  river  is  Council  Blufls.” 

Then  every  hour  some  new  town  or  city  burst  into  view.  The  won¬ 
derfully  fertile  prairies  of  Iowa  s  lied  beneath  them. 

The  Mississippi  river  came  next.  Then  they  passed  over  the  his¬ 
toric  battlellelds  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  and  beyond  the  Rock  river 
entered  upon  the  plains  of  Illinois. 

Thus  the  voyage  in  mid-air  went  on.  The  air  ship  caused  much 
excitement  as  it  passed  over  the  towns. 

People  rushed  out  in  large  numbers,  and  their  cheering  could  be 
plainly  heard.  Frank  might  have  been  sure  of  an  ovation  had  he  de¬ 
scended  anywhere. 

But  he  did  not  care  to  do  this.  They  were  homeward  bound,  and 
bis  one  idea  was  to  get  there  as  soon  as  possible. 

So  on  sped  the  air  ship  by  day  and  night. 

One  morning  Frank  came  up  from  the  engine-room  with  a  grave 
face.  Noting  this,  Seefor  asked  liim  the  reason  therefor, 

"  This  will  be  the  last  trip  of  the  Saturn,”  he  said. 

“  What  do  you  mean?” 

"  If  she  holds  together  until  we  get  home,  I  shall  be  satislled." 

“  I  don’t  understand  you!” 

“It  is  Just  Ibis,”  said  Frank.  "She  has  gone  just  ns  far  as  she  can. 
Her  machinery  is  quite  worn  out,  and  she  wilt  never  be  worth  repair¬ 
ing.” 


The  scientist  was  surprised. 

"  That  is  too.  bad,”  he  said.  “  What  recompense  can  we  make." 

“I  ask  none,”  replied  Frank,  cheerfully.  "The  aerial  voyage  has 
been  recompense  enough.” 

"  We  feel  that  we  owe  you  a  great  debt.” 

“Not  at  all!”  replied  the  young  Inventor.  "  I  shall  break  the  Saturn 
up  lor  old  iron  when  we  get  back  to  Readestown.  But  I  have  already 
a  new  idea  for  an  air  ship.” 

"  You  havef’ 

“  Yes!" 

"  I  trust  I  shall  be  allowed  to  see  it,  and  if  possible  to  take  a  trip 
in  it.”  : 

“That  will  be  likely.” 

One  line  morning  the  Saturn  hung  over  Readestown.  Slowly  she 
settled  down  into  the  yard  of  the  great  machine  works. 

A  great  crowd  of  people  gathered  to  welcome  the  voyagers  home. 

The  telegraph  carried  the  news  of  their  return  all  over  the  country, 
and  they  were  congratulated  upon  their  success.  The  astronomers 
were  the  heroes  of  the  hour  among  the  scientillc  circles. 

Thus  the  expedition  into  space  terminated  satisfactorily  lor  all. 
Frank  Reade,  Jr.,  Barney  and  Pomp  were  glad  to  get  home. 

■rho  us’.ronomers  went  straight  to  their  homes,  and  later  reported  at 
their  scientillc  clubs.  A  vole  of  ilianks  was  tendered  Frank  Reade, 
Jr, 

And  thus  ended  the  trip  to  witness  the  extinction  of  the  Sinking 
Star  Viiiio,  and  its  attendant  phenomena,  until  Frank  Reade,  Jr., 
essays  another  wonderful  feat,  therefore,  let  u».bid  the  reader  a  fond 
adieu. 
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hook  Price  10  cente.  Address  t  rank  lousey, 
^lish^-JS  West  26th  Street,  New  York. 

No  *  How  to  Ho  Tricks. -The  great  hook 
of  magic  and  card  tricks,  containinK  full  in- 
Structfon  of  all  the  leaulng  card  trjcks  of  th^ 

Aav  Also  the  most  popular  magical  illusions  as 
nerformed  by  our  leaoing  niagioians:  evory^y 
Smildobtain  a  copy  of  this  book,  as  it  will  both 
S?u8o  and  instruoL  Pri^ 

Frank  Tousey,  publisher,  29  W  esl  2otu  siroet, 

Kew  York. 

No.  3.  How  to  Fllrt.-Tho  arts  and  wllra  of 
flirhition  are  fully  explained  by  this  little  hopk. 
Besides  the  various  methods  of  handkerchief, 
fan  glove,  parasol,  window  and  hat  lUttaMoii, 
it  TOiftains  a  fnll  list  of  the  language  and  senti¬ 
ment  of  tlowcrs,  which  is  interesting  t" 

Sidy,  both  old  and  young.  You 
pywithout  one.  Prioe  1®  cent^  AddrMS  Fmnk 
Tousey,  publisher,  29  W  est  26th  btreet,  New 
York. 

No.  4.  How  to  Dance  is  the  title  of  a  now 
and  handsome  little  book  just  iMued  hj  h  rank 
Tousey.  It  contains  full  instructions  in  the  art 
of  dancing,  etiquette  in  the  tall-^m  and  at 
rarties,  how  to  dress,  and  full  directions  for 
filing  off  in  all  popular  square  dances.  Pri^ 

10  cents.  Address  Frank  Tousey,  publisher,  29 
West  28th  Street,  Now  York. 

No  5  How  to  Make  Ixive.— A  complete 
guide  to  love,  courtship  and  marriage,  Kiving 
senaiblo  advice,  rules  and  etiquette  ^  be  ot> 
served,  with  many  curious  and  interesting 
things  not  generally  known.  Price  10  centa 
Address  Frank  Tousey,  publisher,  29  West  26th 
Street,  New  York. 

No.  6.  How  to  Become  an  Athlete.— Giving 
full  instruction  for  the  use  of  dumb-bells,  Im 
dlan  clubs,  parallel  bars,  horizontal  bars  and 
various  other,  methods  of  developing  a  good, 
healthy  muscle;  containing  over 
tions.  Every  boy  can  become  strong  and  healthy 
by  following  the  instructions  contained  in^is 
little  book.  Price  10  cents.  Address  Fronk 
Tousey,  publisher,  29  West  26th  Street,  New 
York. 

So.  7.  How  to  Keep  Birds.— Handsomely 
illustrated,  and  containing  full  instructions  for 
the  management  and  training  of  the  canarj. 
mockingbird,  bobolink,  blackbirf, 

p^l.  etc.  Wice  10  cents.  Address  Frank 
T^^wy,  publisher,  29  West  26th  Street,  New 
York. 

No  8.  How  to  Become  a  Scientist.— A  use¬ 
ful  and  instructive  book,  giving  a  complete 
treatise  on  chemistry;  also,  experiments  m 
acoustics,  mechanics,  mathemaiics,  cnemisiry, 
and  directions  for  making  fire-works,  color^ 
fires,  and  gas  balloons.  This  book  esnnot  be 
equaled.  Price  10  cents.  Address  trank  Tousey, 
publisher,  29  West 26th  Street,  Now  York. 

No.  9.  Howto  Become  a  Ventriloquist.— 
By  Harry  Kennedy.  The  secret  given  awa#”. 
Every  intelligent  boy  reading  this  ppolt  m 
structions,  by  a  practical  professor  (delighting 
multitudes  every  night  with  his  wonderful  imi¬ 
tations).  can  master  the  art,  and  create  any 
amount  of  fun  for  himself  and  friends.  It  is 
the  greatest  book  ever  published,  and  there  s 
milllonR  (of  fun)  in  It.  Price  10  cents.  AddrcM 
Frank  Tousey,  publisher,  29  West  26lh  Street, 
New  York. 

No,  10.  How  to  Box.— The  art  of  self-defense 
made  easy.  Containing  over  thirty  illustrations 
of  guards,  blows,  and  the  different  positions  of 
a  go^  boxer.  Every  boy  should  obtain  one  of 
these  usefnl  and  instructive  books,  as  it  'vill 
teach  you  how  to  box  without  an  instructor. 
Price  10  cents.  Address  Frank  Tousey,  publish¬ 
er.  29  West  26th  Street,  New  York. 

No.  11.  How  to  Write  Love-I.ettors.— A 
most  complete  little  book,  containing  full  direc¬ 
tions  for  writing  love-letters,  and  when  to  use. 
them;  also  giving  specimen  letters  for  both 
young  and  old.  Price  10  cents.  Address  Frank 
Tousey,  publisher,  29  West  2Cth  Street,  New 
York, 

No  12.  How  to  Write  I#etters  to  f.a<ii«s.— 
Giving  complete  instructions  for  writing  letters 
to  laiiiee  on  all  Bubjects;  also  letters  of  intro¬ 
duction.  notes  and  requests.  Price  10  cents. 
Address  Frank  Tousey,  publisher,  29  West  28tU 
Street,  New  Y'ork. 


N..  19  How  to  Ho  it!  or.  Book  of  Bti- 
a^tte  -U  is  a  groat  life  secrot.  and  O"® ,11'“^ 

26th  street.  New  York. 

No  14  How  to  Make  t:aii<  y.-A  coiiiplelo 
hand  book  for  making  “I'  cmiu! 

Addriil’Franlt''lWy;  publiehir,  West  26th 
Become  Kieh.-ThiB  won- 
dcrfill  book  presenU  >'®'' and 

ll'.faltSrmcirfnYh^^wrifL 

street.  New  York. 

No  to.  How  to  Keep  a  Window  Gan  en.-- 
Containing  full  instnictioiiB  for  constructing  a 
window  garden  either  in  town  or  countrj\ 
and  the  most  approved  methods  for  raising 
beautiful  flowers  at  honje.  The 
book  of  the  kind  ever  published.  1 
Address  Frank  Tousey,  publisher,  29  \V  est  2bth 
Street,  New  York. 

No.  17.  How  to  Dress.— Containing  full  in- 
Btruclion  In  the  art  of  dressing  and  apneanng 
well  at  home  and  abroad,  giving  tho^[e®t*®"® 
of  colors,  material,  and  how  to  have  them  made 
up  Prioe  10  cents.  Address  Frank  Tousey, 
publisher,  29  West  26th  Street.  New  York. 

No.  18.  Howto  Become  BcautIfuL— One  of 
the  brightest  and  most  v^uablo  little  boolte 
ever  given  to  the  world.  Everytody  wishes  to 
know  now  to  become  beautiful,  both  male  ^d 
female.  The  secret  is  simple, 
less.  Read  this  book  and  ne  convinced  how  to 
become  beautiful. 

Frank  Tousey,  publisher.  29  W  est  2ath  Street, 
New  York. 

No  19.  Frank  Tonsey’s  United  States  ms- 
tanci  Tables,  Pocket  Companion  and  Guide. 
-Giving  the  official  distances  on  all  the  rail¬ 
roads  of  the  United  SUvtes  and  ^nada.  Als® 
table  of  distances  by  water  to  foreign  Ports, 
hack  fares  in  the  principal  cities.  ''opo'-W  of  th^o 
census,  etc.,  etc.,  making  it  ono  of  the  most 
complete  and  handy  books  published.  Price  lu 
cents.  Address  Frank  Tousey,  publisher,  29 
West  26lh  Street,  New  York. 

No.  20.  How  to  Kiitcrtain  an  Evening  Par- 
ty, — A  very  valuable  little  book  just  published. 

A  complete  compendium  of  games,  sporty  card- 
diversions,  comic  recreations,  etc.,  suitable  for 
parlor  or  drawing-room  onlertainment.  It  con- 
tains  more  for  the  money  than  any  book  pu^ 
lished.  Price  10 cents.  Address  Frank  Tousey, 
publisher.  29  West  26lh  Street.  Now  York. 

No  21,  How  to  Hunt  and  Fish, — Tho  mos, 
complete  hunting  and  fishing  guide  ever  pu^ 

lished.  It  conUiins  full  instructions  about  guns. 

hunting  dogs,  traps,  trapping  and  flsliing, 
gother  with  descriptions  of  game  and  nsht 
Price  10  cents.  Address  Frank  I  ousoy,  publish¬ 
er,  29  West  26th  Street,  New  York. 

No.  22.  How  to  Do  8econ<l  Sight.— Heller’s 
second  sight  explained  by  his  former  aasistant, 
Fred  Hunt,  Jr.  Eixplainlng  how  the  secret  dia¬ 
logues  were  carried  on  between  the  magician 
and  tho  boy  on  the  singe;  also  giving  aJ  tho 
codes  and  signals.  The  only  authentic  explana¬ 
tion  of  second  sight.  Price  10  cente-  Addrete 
Frank  I’ouscy.  publisher,  29  %\  est  26lh  Street, 
New  York. 

No  23.  How  to  ICxplaIn  Dreams.— Every¬ 
body  dreams,  from  the  little  child  to  the  aged 
man  and  woman.  This  little  book  gives  Ihe.ox- 
planation  to  all  kinds  of  dreams,  together  with 
lucky  and  unlucky  days,  and  “Napoleon  8  Orac- 
ulnm.”  the  book  of  fate.  ^Prlce  10  cents.  Ad- 
dress  Frank  Tousey.  publisher,  29  West  2Clli 
Street,  New  Y'ork. 

No.  24.  How  to  Write  I.etter«  to  Gentle¬ 
men.—  Containing  full  directions  for  writing 
to  gcntloincn  on  all  subjects;  also  giving  sam¬ 
ple  letters  for  instruction.  Price  10 
dress  Frank  Tousey,  publisher.  29  West  26tn 
Street,  New  York. 

No.  2.’>.  How  to  Become  a  Gymnast.— Con¬ 
taining  full  inslructrona  for  all  kinds  of  gym¬ 
nastic  sports  and  athletic  exorcises.  Kmbrac* 
ing  thiriy-fivo  illustrations.  By  Professor  W. 
Mjicdonald.  A  handy  and  useful  book.  Pri^ 
10  cents.  Address  Frank  Tousey,  publisher,  29 
We8t28i.h  Street,  Nev/  York. 


tiona  a're  gWen^in  IhU  imle  book.’logelher  wHh 

Kraiik  ToUHcy,  publiBlicr,  29  W  esl  28th  atreei. 

New  York.  t-  ^  t 

No.  27.  Howto  Kecite  Hiul  Book  of  Keel- 
tatieiis.— Conlainiiig  Hie  most 

lu  use  cuiiiurising  J)utch  dtalecl,  rroiich 
dialect,  Yankee  and  Iristi  dialect 
er  with  many  standanl  readings,  i  |;‘®®J“®®^^n: 
Address  Frank  Tousey,  publislier,  29  V\  eel  2Blu 
Street.  New  York. 

No.  28.  How  to  Tell  Portuiies.-Eyoryone 
is  desirous  of  knowing  what  ins  future  life  will 
bring  forth,  whether  happiness  or  misery. 
weaFth  or  povery.  You  can  tell  by  a  glance  at 
this  little  Jjook.  Buy  one  and  bo  convinced. 
Tell  your  own  fortune.  Tell  tlie 
fricnils.  I'rice  10  cents.  Address  h rank  lousey, 
publisher,  29  West  20tli  Street,  New  York. 

No.  29.  How  lo  Become  an  Inventor— 
Every  boy  should  know  liow  luvciitions  origin¬ 
ate  This  book  explains  them  all,  giving  exam¬ 
ples  In  eloclrieity,  liydraullos.  magnetism  op¬ 
tics,  pneumatics,  niechnnics,  etc-.,  elfe  I  no 
most  instructive  book  published.  1  J*®®  *®  ®®!JA> 

Address  Frank  Tousey,  publisher,  29  \\  est  2t)tU 
Street.  New  York. 

No.  30.  How  to  Cook.— One  of  the  meet  in* 
Btruclivo  books  on  cooking  ever  published.  It 
contains  recipes  for  cooking  moats,  nsh,  Ka"’®j 
and  oysters:  also  pies,  puddings,  cakes  and  a  1 
kinds  of  pastry,  and  a  grand  collection  of  rcci- 
nes  by  one  of  our  most  popular  cooks.  Only  10 
cents  per  copy.  Address  Frank  J  ousey,  pub¬ 
lisher,  29  West  20lh  street:,  New  York. 

No.  31  How  to  Become  a  Speaker. — Con¬ 
taining  fourteen  illustrations,  giving  tlie  diirer- 
ent  positions  requisite  to  become  a  good  siieaK- 
er,  reader  and  elocutionist.  Also  containing 
gems  from  all  the  popular  authors  o®  prote  and 
poetry,  arranged  in  the  most  simple  and  con 
cise  manner  possible.  Price  10  cents.  AodroM 
Frank  Tousey,  publisher,  29  West  26th  Street, 
New  Y’ork. 

No.  32.  How  to  Bide  a  Bicycle.— Hand¬ 
somely  illustrated,  and  containing  full  dlr^ 
tions  for  mounting,  riding  and  managing  a  bi¬ 
cycle.  fully  explained  with  practical  illustra¬ 
tions;  also  dreetions  for  picking  out  a  inaehina 
Price  10  cents.  Address  Frank  Tousey,  publish¬ 
er,  29  West  2Glh  Street,  New  York. 

No.  33.  How  to  Behave.— Containing  the 
rules  and  etiquette  of  good. society  and  the  easi¬ 
est  and  most  approved  methods  of  appearing  to 
good  advantage  at  parties,  balls,  the  theater, 
church,  and  Fn  tho  drawing  room.  Price  10 
cents.  Address  Frank  Tousey,  publisher,  29 
West  20lh  Street.  New  York. 

No.  34.  How  to  Fence.— Containing  full  in¬ 
struction  for  fencing  and  the  use  of  tlie  broatU 
sword;  also  instruction  in  archery.  Ilescribed 
with  twenty-one  practical  illostrations,  giving 
the  best  positions  in  fencing.  A  comjilcte  book. 
Prioe  10  cents.  Address  Frank  Tousey,  pub¬ 
lisher,  29  West  2Glh  Street.  New  York. 

No.  3.7.  How  to  Play  Games.— A  complete 
and  useful  little  book,  containing  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  billiards,  bagatelle,  backgam¬ 
mon,  croquet,  dominoes,  etc.  Price  10  cents. 
Address  Frank  Tousey,  publishor,  29  West  26th 
Street.  New  Y’’ork. 

No.  30.  Howto  Solve  Conundrums.— Con¬ 
taining  all  the  leading  coiiiiiidrums  of  tlie  day, 
amusing  riddles,  curious  catches  and  witty  say¬ 
ings.  Price  10  cents.  Address  p'rank  Tousey, 
publisher,  29  West  26th  Street,  New  Y’ork. 

No.  37.  How  to  Keep  House.— It  contains 
information  for  everybody,  boys,  girls,  men  and 
women;  it  will  teach  you  how  to  make  almost 
anything  around  the  house,  such  as  parlor  or¬ 
naments,  brackets  eemonts,  molian  harps,  and 
bird  lime  for  catching  birds.  Price  10  cents. 
Address  Frank  Tousey.  publisher,  29  West  26lh 
Street,  New  Y'ork. 

No.  38.  flow  to  Become  Your  Own  Biiotor. 
— A  wonderful  book,  containing  useful  and 
practical  information  in  tho  troalmonl  of  ordi¬ 
nary  diseases  and  ailments  common  lo  every 
family.  Abounding  in  useful  and  effective  reci¬ 
pes  for  general  complaints.  Price  10  eente.  Ad¬ 
dress  Frank  Tousey,  publisher,  29  West  26lh 
Street,  Now  York, 


LftIKI  ISSUES  OF  THE  FIVE  CENT  COMIC  LIBRARY. 

Q1  I  ^ _  .  •>  ~~  ' 


92  Bo.ra.nK-Scl.ool;  or.  .S.n.  B„„,or  »t  l\*oSk  .",1 

93  Sen  Door;  or.  The  IrM.  Toiin.  r,  V”'".' 

91  The  Ahler.'„e..-.S„eouoyLof  N?;’ York!'’ 

M  A  11, „j  Boy,  Note  Book.  ''“I"  T.-'V" 

S  A.  ll.Kl  Up?  at  School.  hi  id- 

‘Tii^  '^’■■■.noe.  .Jr.;  or.  the  Torinentof  tl.e  Vil- 

KackeUanat;^Z  ‘'r" 

Book.AKonfH  l.uck.  ‘'‘'b, 

9  B(»iir(hi.K  Mouse.  bv  Ton.  'IVasor 

*  oLioV?'.'"’'' '"■• '''b"  t'omicaVAarroi. 

IM  Senator' vVX^n“  n"/ ■'f'r 

IW  5'*'®^?**'  or.  WorkioK  tlie  Same 

Oki  tvftckets,  k.*  i>jt«ur  Pie,f 

105  The  Comival  iVdTentiires  of  'I  wo  Dmies, 

thet.op.  I>,irt  f.  by  1  TeJU^J 

‘‘'®  'S".  !•..«  II.  by  fo.n  leaser 

108  i>»Uy  .Mos9,  or,  trom  One  Thing  to  Anofher, 

IW*  Truthful  Jack;  or.  On  Hoard  the  Nancy  .lane, 

a-  ...  by 'I  oiu  Teaser 

ilV  <^»reen  as  (iraas.  b/  Tojn  Teaser 

111  Ihe  Deacons  Boy;  or,  I  he^Worst  itiT^vn. 

112  Johnny  Brown  A  Co.  at  School;  or,  ToSoeac-^*^'* 

itQ  i  °“  Ilia  Oid  '^clw.  lip»eler  Pad 

113  Jim,  Jack  and  Jim:  Jr,  Three  UardfKnts  to 

^  Crack,  /  bj*i'om  IVaser 

IIk  Peddler*.  b>-  Peter  Pad 

115  rhe  Pwo  Boy  Ulowus;  oi.  A  Snmwer  With  a 

116  Benny  i^unce;  or,  A  Block  of  the  Chip. 

1,..  mr  t  b3'  Peter  Fj 

m  Youdk  Dick  Planket:  or.-  The  Trials  and  Tribu-  ^ 

1IO  #aimSmi^f 

118  Mu  doon  m  Ireland;  or.''l«e  Solid  Ma^oo 

..  tt^Tom  Teaser 

JiS  f;«  <Jo®n  8 /Grocery  Store..  Teiser 

‘JJH***?.®?  ?  l»rocery  SuugoAert  If,  by  T?in  Teaaer 

121  Bob  Bright;  or,  A^ovWBu'-'tteaa  i.Bh  Fun. 

Part  I,  hy  jEBin  'I'easer 

122  Bob  Itright;  or,  l3  -oaa  a^s  Fun. 

by'liin  Teaaer 

nd  Uifiwori^^  Peril, 

-ifleT'  •  by  T*m  Teaaer 


taee 


Part  li.  .  1  ’=— 

133  Muldoon’s  Trip  Around  i 


Part  II, 
by  Tom  Teaser 
by  Tom  'i'eu«er 
by  ‘^u  Tenx.er 
by  WlO'eaHer 
jjy^^^r  Pad 


124  Miildt.on's  Trip  Around  tlie  World. 

Parti. 

!S  •i  Hotel.  Part  II 

li?  AliilUuoii  st'hristmAM, 

IS  J'*‘®  bhoriy..,*  t.'hnaimaa  HiickeU.  uv  w 

*•”  *''|V“r‘l'|*  lor  Boodle  and  Fun. 

132  rbreey^  Us;  or.^ustliiiK  lor  Boodle’snd"K.[n*'’*^ 

133  U.»t  l-'or  i'‘un;  tr*  Six  .Months  With  .'fallow**  * 

i’our  for  I'  un 

136  The  Shortya  IJ 

Tour  lor  Fun. 

137  Aunt  Marin;  or 

138  Muldonn  In  ('h' 

World’s  Fair,  ‘ 

139  Cousin  Harry 

Parti. 

140  Coutiii  Harr 

Part  II 

141  A  New  To 

Hot.  I 

142  A  New 

liOt. 

143  Stump; 

144  Stump; 

145  Shoo>F 

146  Shoo-  F^ 

147  Chips  aoe  Luii 

148  Chips  and  Ch. 

U. 


.  Kuropo:  or,  On  a  (.rand 

by  Sam  Smiley 

rr/  On  a  Crand 

L.  .  ..  by  Sam  Smiley 

She  I  bought  she  Knew  It  All. 

I  .  by  Sam  Smiley 

sago;  or,  I  ha  Solid  Alan  at  the 

.  by  Tom  Teaser 

rj>  An  English  Boy  in  <\merica 
'f'  .  _  „  .by  Sam  Smiley 

.,  An  Eoglish  Buy  m  America, 

,,  by  Sam  Smiley 

Bounce;  or,  I'be  Worst  of  the 

s’  by  Sam  Smiley 

my  Bounce;  or.  The  Worst  of  the 

.  ..  ..  ',v  .  bam  Smiley 

Little.  But.  Ob,  My!”  Part  I. 

.  ,  by  Peter  Pad 

^Itle,  But,  Ob,  Aly!”  Part  II. 

.  ,  .  ,  ,  by  Peter  Pad 

•body  8  Moke.  Part  I. 
r  ,  ^  Tom  Teaser 

■obody  8  Moke.  Bartil. 

/..  •  v  .«  ^  by  Tom  Teaaer 

Ohm,  the  Two  Orphans.  Part 
,  by  Peter  Pad 

Chin,  tbe  Two  Orphans.  Part 
-v  '  by  Peter  Pad 

149  The  Sbojlys  <*i  tbe  Road:  or.  In  the  Old  Busi- 

neas  Just  for  Fun.  Parti,  by  Peter  Pad 

150  Tbe  Shojiys  on  the  Hoad;  or.  In  tbe  Old  Busi- 

Haall.  by  Peter  Pad 

lol  Our  \Vt^ie;  o^,  Ihe  Last  of  the  Fitz-Herberts. 

.  b>  Tom  l  easer 

152  Plaster.aod  Stickem;  or.  Out  bor  tbe  .Stuff, 

by  Sam  Smiley 


153  Muidooo's  Hats.  Pari  I  t..-*  n- 

154  .Miildnon’s  Flats.  Part  H  bv  Tom 

-I'll*  iiMkouoT, 

Parti.  h»  Sam  SuuVy 

15^\ellpw  and  Black;  or.  The  Two  Boeaw  of 
i*Q  Academy.  Part  II  by  Sam  S?aii«T 

^  ''’nirilouuisi:  or.  The 

'll®  Town  Part  I  bvToinTH>..r 

160  b  red  KrolliCic.  Hie  Hoy  Venlrd.  qniaf;  or.  Ttie 

Ifil  »'»'•'  II.  byTomTea-er 

161  .Mortimer  Merr)  ;  or.  The  Pranks  of  a  Bor 

nienst.  Parti.  bv  Tom  Teanar 

162  Morl.iiier  ..lorry;  or.  Tbo  I'rxnk.  ol  o'bo?”i«- 

i(«  '1  if  ^  Tom  Teaser 

163  I  hii  1  wo  .Mimics  ;  or.  Jack  and  Joe  Johnson  at 

vt  ,  by  Sam  Smiley 

161  The  1  wp  Mimics  ;  or.  Jack  and  Joe  Jcdmaon  ai 
ifl«i  I®r',II*  ,  by  Sam  Sn  iley 

IS  S!*"’’  ^  I“t®  tiood  Lack,  by  Peter  Pad 

m4  ^  ‘>y  T®«»«  Teaser 

168  Corkey ;  or.  The  1  ricks  and  Travels  of  a  hupp. 

169  Shorty  Junior;  or.  Tbe  Son  of  Mis  Dad.*^*”**  Teaser 

by  Peter  Pad 

170  Jim  Jams;  o,.  Jack  of  All  Trade*,  by  Tom  Teaser 

171  London  Bob;  or,  An  English  Boy  in  America. 

by  Tom  Teaser 
..  ..  byl'elerl".d 

173  bliorly  Junior  ou  Ills  Ear;  or.  Alway,  on  a 

Racket.  by  Peter  Pad 

174  Mildebraiidl  Fitzgum:  or,  .My  Qniet  Little 

COQ^in.  bv  Tom  T^aAAc 

175  Billy  Bakkus.  tbe  Boy  with  the  Big  .Mouth, 

a  ..  .  .  by  (’ommodore  Ah-Look 

176  Tbe  Shortys  .Mamed  and  Settled  Down, 

,,  ^  b^PeterPad 

ill  II*®^  •  PS'  II®  Left,  by  Tom  Teaser 

178  Jack  Hawser’s  Tarern,  by  Peter  Pad 

179  Sassy  Sam;  or,  A  Bootblack's  Voyage  Aroand 

...  by  Commodore  Ah  Look 

180  Bob  Rollick;  or.  What  Was  He  Bom  For7 

,  by  Peter  Pad 

181  Shorty  and  the  Count;  or,  Tbe  Two  Uieat  Un- 

,y-,  ^a™.^®®*!'  by  F«ter  Pad 

182  Mulligan's  Boy,  bV  Tom  Teaser 

ltd  Joseph  J urop  and  His  Old  Blind  Nag,  by  Peter  Pad 
184  Two  in  a  Box;  or.  The  Long  and  Short  ol  It. 

by  Tom  Teaser 


^  ^  /  - - oy  lom  leaf 
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LATEST  ns  OFfTHE  FRANK  READE  LIBRARY. 

f  «  IVOIN  AME.” 


106  Under  Four  OAmns;  or.  Frank  Keade,  Jr.’s  Babmar> 
iae  Chase  ofS**  SeaJJevil.” 

197  From  the  NiijKto  the  Niger:  or.  Frank  Reade,  Jr., 
laost  in  the  o^udan.  lyUb  liis  ’*  Overland  Omnibus.'* 

108  Tbe  t^base  of  a  4!omel:^Oi^,  Frank  Keade,  Jr.'s  Most 

'  Trip  M'ith  His  New  Air^Sbip  the 

109  Lost  in  the  (^ent  Undertow:  or.  Frank  Keade,  Jr.'s 

Submarine  Cruise  io  tbe  Oulf  Stream. 

110  From  Tropic  tp  Tropic:  or.  Frank  Keade.  Jr.’e  Latest 

Tour  With  iTis  Bicycle  Car. 

111  To  tbe  End  or  the  Karib  in  an  Air-Ship;  or,  Frank 

Re^e.  Jr.’e  (»reat  Mid-Air  Flight. 

113  Tbe  Underground  Sea;  or.  F'rank  Iteade,  Jr.’e  Subter¬ 
ranean  (y'ruise  in  His  t^ubmarine  Hosit- 
113  The  Mysteriaue  Mirage;  or.  Frank  Keade,  Jr-*s  Desert 
Searob  for  a  Secret  City  with  Ilia  New  Overland 
<;haiea 


<;naiea.  ,  l. 

114  The  Kleotrie  Island:  or,  Frank  Iteade.  Jr.’s  Search  for  *T69  Tbe 


tbe  Oreateet  Wonder  on  Flartb  With  His  Air-Sbip* 
Hie  '*  Flight.” 

115  For  Six  Weeks  Baried  in  a  Deep  Sea  C^ave^x 

Frank  Keade,  alr.’s’Oreat  Sabmanne  Search- 

116  The  (lalleon’s  Cold;  or,  Frank  Keade.  Jr.'s  Ddip  Sea 

Search. 

117  Across  Australia  With  Frank  Keade,  Jr  .  In  His  New 

Kleclrio  Car;  or.  Wonderful  Adrenturee  in  tbe 
Antipodes. 

118  Frank  l^ade,  «Tr.’s  Createst  Flying  Machine;  or. 

Fighting  the  Torror  of  the  (.>>aet'  * 

119  On  the  (jreat  .Meridian  With  FniiMCKeade.  Jr.,  In  {lie 

New  Air-Ship:  or,  A  Tweuty-i  Pw  Thousand  .Mile 
Trip  in  .Mid-Air.  >  . 

120  Under  the  Indian  Ocean  With  .Kaati^ Keade,  Jr.;  or, 

A(!riiiseina  Submarine  Boat.'*  •"t®. 

131  Astray  |in  tbe  Seiran:  or.  Thea^kl  Kxperlenrea  of 

Frank  UHade,  Jf..  Barney  wtd.i  I’omp,  in  South 
America  With  the  KlectrloCao 

132  Lost  im^CoiiiHt’a  Tail:oi.  Frank  Keade,  Jr.  estrange 

A'lvHntiirH  VViih  Hie  New  Air-Shib. 

123  Six  Siiviken  Pirate;  or.  Frank  Keade.  ,lr.’s  Marveloua 

Adreptiiree  Inafte  DeepSes 

124  lieyorfti  the  (•otrf'i'oaet:  or.  Frank  Keede,  Jr-  a  Ovar¬ 

ian  ‘  “ 

175  l>ati( 

■  iftAIFrT« 

126  Afloat  in  a>  CLken  Forest;  or. 

Jr^OUA.'U  Juriiie  Orinae.  .  .  .  . 

127  Acri»u  theTiireert  of  Fire;  or.  I  rank  Keade,  .Ir.  • 

•''lAfvelons'Tnp  to  a  Strange  < 'oiintry 

128  Osir^wo  Ontitmenls;  or.  Frank  Keade.  Jr.  •  long 

P  fenca  Flight  Wiih  His  New  Air-Ship. 

139  Th/X’***’®'  l.abfrinth:  or.  Ixiel  W  ith  iTSiik  Hfade,  Jr., 
Ill  a  Deep  Sea  ( 'are.  , 

130  Along  the  ttriuooo;  or,  With  Frank  Keade,  .Ir..  in 
Venezuela. 


iftroi. 

land  Trip  \Wth  His  Klectrifl  Phaeton  .  , 

.Frank  Keade.  Jr.’s  Mont  Wonderfu 


With  Frank  Keade, 


Reade,  Jr.’s  Latest  Trip 
Frank  Keade,  Jr.,  in 


Snbq 


131  Across  thi  Earth:  or,  Frank 

With  Hit  Now  Air-Sbip. 

132  l.OtX)  Fatffoms  Deep;  or.  With 

the  Sea^of  Cold. 

133  The  Isla^l  in  the  Air;  or,  Frank  Keade,  Jr.'s  Trip  to 

the  Timics 

134  In  tbe  \^ld  Man’s  Land:  or.  With  Frank  Reade,  Jr., 

in  the^eart  of  Australia. 

135  Tbe  Sujfken  Isthmus;  or.  With  Frank  Reade.  Jr.,  in 

tbe  '^catan  Channel  With  llis  New  Submarine 
Vechf;the  ”  Sea  Diver.  * 

136  Tbe  IjOSt  Caravan:  or.  Frank  Reade.  Jr.,  on  tbe 

Staked  Plains  With  His  ”  FJeclric  Racer  '* 

137  The  Transient  Lake;  or.  Frank  Keade.  Jr.’s  Adven- 

turesin  a  Mynterious  Country  With  His  New  Air- 
Sbipithe  '•  Spectre. ” 

138  The  ^Ird  Ulond:  or.  Prank  Reade.  Jr.'s  Strange 
Brine  Search  fora  Deep  Sea  Wonder, 
andoned  Country:  or,  Frank  Reade,  Jr.,  Ex- 
g  a  New  Gootinent. 

he  Steppes:  or.  Adrift  in  Asia  With  Frank 
e,  Jr. 

nknown  Sea;  or,  Frank  Reade,  Jr.’s  Under- 
91-  Cruise.  ..... 

.  Black  Zone;  or.  Frank  Reade.  Jr.’e  Quest  for 
Alountain  of  Ivory.  ,  ,  j. 

,',ost  Navigators;  or,  Frank  Keade.  Jr.  s  Mid-Air 
TCh  With  Hie  New  Alr-Shlo.  the”Sk/  Flyer.  ’ 
Magic  Island;  or,  Frank  Keade,  Jr.'s  Deep  hea 
p  of  Mystery. 

igh  tbe  Tropics:  or,  Frank  Keade,  Jr.'s  Adven- 
in  the  <*ran  ebaco.  ,  ,  m 

.hita  Latitudes:  or.  ^irank  Reads.  Jr.  s  I  en 
ousand  Mile  Flight  Over  the  Frozen  North, 
w  the  Sahara:  or,  Frank  Keade.  Jr  .  Exploring  an 
iderground  Kiter  Wiith  His  Submarine  Boat.. 
Black  Mogul:  or.  'I'hrongli  India  With  Irank 
>ade,*Ir.,  Aboard  His '*  KUctrio  Boomer. 

I*  .Miaaing  Pianet:  or,  Frank  Reade.  Jr. 

_  l•aiIeo  Star  With  His  New  Air-Snip,  the  Zenith. 
160  The  Black  Houadron;  or.  Froi.k  Reade.  Jr  .  in  the 
Indian  Ocean  With  His  Sabmanne  Boat  the 

151  Tim  rirxl.,;  or.  I  rtnk  Ro»<lo.  .Ir  ’i.  TrjJ  .L'’ 

To.li.  Wllh  111.  Kl.ctrio  \  rhlol.  tlm  HrlerlWo 

152  Over  Ihe  MTient;  or.  Fiank  Keade.  Ji.  •  I  ravela  In 

Turkey  With  ms  New  Alr-Hhip. 

163  Tlio  Block  Whirlpool:  or.  Frank  Keade.  Jr 

Sea  Ssarch  lor  a  1.0*1  Ship. 

1.54  The  Mieiit  t.’Hy:  or.  Frank  Keade. 

Strange  People  M'lth  HI*  New  Kleclrio  Flyy 
155  The  White  I)e».ert:or.  Frank  Meade.  Jr.  a  I  rip  to  the 
I,and  of  Tomba.  ,.  ,  „  ,  i_ 

IM  IlfidiT  tlie  (iolf  of  Cuinen;  or.  Frank  K®ade,  dr., 
*^Kiplorlng  the  Sunken  Roof  of  (iold  With  Hia  New 
Submarine  lluaS 


Deep 
Visit  to  a 


157  The  Yellow  Khan:  or,  F'rank  Reade,  Jr.,  Among  the 
If  Thugs  in  Central  India. 

16e  Frank  Meade,  Jr.,  in  Japan  With  liis  War  Croietf  of 
the  Clouds.  ^ 

159  Fmnk  Keade,  Jr.,  in  Cuba:  or,  Helping  tbe  Patriots 

With  His  l>ateet  Air-Sbip. 

160  Chasing  a  Pirate;  or,  F'rank  Reade,  Jr.,  on  a  Desperate 

Cruise. 

161  In  the  Land  of  Fire;  or,  Frank  Keade,  Jr..  Amoog  the 

Head  Hunters 

163  7,000  Miles  Underground;  or.  Frank  Keade,  Jr.,  Ex- 

{ilortng  a  Volcano 

le  Demon  of  tbe  Clouds:  or.  F'rank  Reade.  Jr  ,  and 
the  Ufaosts  of  Phantom  Island. 

164  Tbe  Cloud  City;  or,  Frank  Keade.  Jr.'s  Most  Wonder¬ 
ful  Discovery. 

165  The  White  Atoll;  or,  F'rank  Reade.  Jr.,  in  tbe  Sooib 
Pacitio. 

166  The  Muiiarob  of  tbe  Moon:  or.  Frank  Keade.  Jr.’s 
F!xpIoit8  in  Africa  M'llb  His  Electric  ”  I'buoderer.” 
167  97  Begs  of  Cold:  or,  Frank  Keade,  Jr.,  Hunting  for  a 
Sunken  Steamer. 

168  Tbe  Lost  Lake:  or.  Frank  Keade,  Jr.’s  Trip  to  Alaska. 
16B  The  Caribs’  (.'ave  :  or.  F'rnnk  Head*,  Jr.’s  Submarioe 
Search  for  the  Reel  of  Pearls. 

170  Tbe  Desert  of  Death  ;  or,  F'rank  Reade,  Jr..  Kxplor<- 
ing  an  Unknown  Land . 

171  A  Trip  to  the  Sea  of  tbe  Sun  ;  or,  With  F  rank  Reade, 
'  Jr.,  on  a  Perilous  Cruise. 

172  The  Black  liSgoon  ;  or.  Frank  Reade.  Jr.’a  Submar¬ 
ine  Search  for  a  Sunken  City  in  Rumio. 

173  The  Mysterious  Brand  ;  or,  F'rank  Keade,  Jr.,  Solv¬ 
ing  a  Mexican  .Mystery. 

1T4  Across  the  Milky  Way;  or.  Frank  Reade.  Jr.’s  Great 
•  Astronomical  Trip  with  liis  Air-Ship '* 'The  Shoot¬ 
ing  Star.” 

oat  Lakes;  or.  F  rank  Jleade,  Jr.’s  l.Ateet 


^or.  F'rank  Keade.  Ji  's  Trip  Vp  the 
I  FJeciric  (Vtmbiiiation  Traveller. 
F'rank  Reade,  Jr, *s  Seaichtortbe 


IW  Under  t  he  ( 

Kut>mariff 

176  The  Mae 

Ynkon’l 

177  Acroaa  A „ 

F'orly  ThidvL, 

178  The  Silver  Sea;  dr,  F'rank  Keade.  Jr.’s  Snku'srins 

CrniRO  in  (Inknown  Water*. 

179  In  the  I'undraa;  or,  Frank  Keade,  .Ir.'s  l.ate»t  Trip 

Tluough  Northern  .Aris. 

180  Tbe  Circuit  of  (.’anoer:  or.  F'rank  Keade.  Jr.  ■  Novel 

Trip  Around  the  Worlil  With  lit*  New  Air  Ship  the 
••  F'light.” 

181  The  Sacred  Sea;  «>r.  Frank  Keade.  .Ir  'a  Submarine 

F!xplnite  .\  lining  the  Dervia*  e*  of  India. 

182  I'll*  l.aud  of  Dunee;  or.  U  ilh  F'laiik  Meade.  Jr  ,  in 

tile  Desert  of  Itubi  _  , 

110  Six  Day*  lliidei  Havana  Harlvor:  or  Frank  Resde, 
Jr.’s  .'*coret  Service  Work  For  I  ncle  Sam 


For  sale  l,y  all  ncwsdealcTH  I.,  tl..-  UMiU-l  Stal««  and  (^u.ada,  to  yonr  addroan.  poHl-pal.l.  on  reedpt  of  the  price,  B  cent.. 
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